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Prez Sez 

by Kevin Traastad 

It’s hard to believe nearly a year has passed since I took over as President of WSPSS.   It seems like just yesterday my 
title switched from President-elect to President. 

Below are a few random thoughts as I prepare to wrap up my term as President….. 

Our last membership survey was conducted 11 years ago.  One of the suggestions in that survey was WSPSS should 
have a more formal meal at the Annual Meeting.   This is the main reason why we are doing just that this year.  En-
closed on page 7 of this newsletter is the next membership survey.  Please take a few minutes to fill it out.  You never 
know when someone will act on your suggestion.  This survey will assist us in deciding what direction WSPSS should 
take and what activities we should get involved in. 

Per our By-laws we are required to have our Annual Meeting 30 days either side of October 15.  This year that dead-
line presented a few challenges when we were planning our meeting.  We decided to ask our members when they 
would like to have the meeting via an online survey. The results of the survey told us the meeting should be in Decem-
ber.  I know this isn’t the first time our Annual Meeting has been outside of the range of dates mentioned above within 
the last 10 years.  At our meeting on December 3rd, I would like to discuss changing our By-Laws to better reflect 
when our Annual Meeting is actually held. 

Our organization is run by volunteers.  Without them WSPSS would fall apart.  There are a few places within the 
newsletter that we are asking for your input or your assistance.  Please consider running for one of the open officer 
positions (President-Elect or Treasurer), writing an article for the next newsletter, or organizing a tour. 

In two months, Ken Denow will take over as President.  I wish him the best of luck. 

Recommended Reading! 
I recently enjoyed an article written for the Indiana Association of Professional Soil 
Classifiers (IASPC). I would have liked to include it in our newsletter this time 
around, however we didn’t have the space for it. So I would like to recommend that 
you visit the IAPSC Website to read the Glacier Girl article in the Fall 2010 IAPSC 
newsletter. The article is about a WWII  bomber squadron which had an emergency 
landing on a glacier in Greenland. When a team returned to retrieve the bombers, 
they were buried under many feet of ice and also moved away from the site with the 
ice. The article contains an interesting discussion into the mechanics of glaciers. 

Visit: http://www.indianasoils.com/pedestal.htm. 
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Wisconsin Society of Professional Soil Scientists Meeting Minutes 

May 21, 2010 

UW Agriculture Research Station 

Arlington, WI 

President Kevin Traastad called the meeting to order at 10:40am and welcomed everyone.  He introduced the newly elected officers, Ken 
Denow, 2011 President-elect and Shaunna (Chase) Repking, Secretary. All members introduced themselves briefly. 

Treasurer Report 

Karla Petges reported 6,368.51 in the General Fund and $1,075.04 in the Scholarship Fund.  The 2010 Scholarships were awarded out of 
the General Fund to prevent the Scholarship fund from being drained.  She noted that donations to the scholarship fund have decreased.  
Karla reported that she filed the 990N form to the IRS to keep WSPSS non-profit status current.  The form will need to be filed annu-
ally.  Leroy Jansky moved to accept the treasurer’s report, Mike Havlik seconded. 

Secretary Report 

Shaunna (Chase) Repking reported that there has been a good response with nearly ¼ of the membership opting to receive WSPSS corre-
spondence, including the newsletter, electronically only.  Ken Lubich motioned to accept the previous meeting’s minutes, Ken Denow 
seconded. 

Scholarship Committee 

Donna Ferren Guy reported that three scholarship applications were received.  The two 2010 scholarships were awarded to Victoria 
Bertolami from UW-Stevens Point and Peter Gazlin from UW-Madison. 

Historical Committee 

Shaunna (Chase) Repking reported that the Historical Committee continues to digitally archive photos and provided the photo albums for 
members to view during the day. The committee started a Flickr photo site to house digitally archived photos and graphics. The images 
are available online for members to view anytime. 

Education and Training Committee 

Leroy Jansky reported that the fee to apply for CEUs is not in effect yet.  He needs to plan 6 weeks ahead to get CUEs approved.  He 
hasn’t not had any requests for CEUs recently.  Jane Anklam suggested that meetings be announced statewide to USDA-NRCS employ-
ees when CEUs are available and to charge non-members for attending those meetings.  Leroy suggested that WSPSS sponsor an event 
like the Duluth Redox Tour. Milo Harpstead suggested WSPSS use soil juding pits for educational events. 
Leroy read the letter the committee has been working on which will be sent to potential education partners. Ken Denow suggested that 
professionals in waste management be included in the mailing.  Jane Anklam motioned to send the letter and Ross Fugil seconded the 
motion. 

Promotions Committee 

Tim Miland reported that his is looking for volunteers for the Farm Technology Days Pit, displays, etc. Last year WSPSS did not provide 
many volunteers.  Tim Miland suggested new WSPSS signage for a new look.  Tim mentioned that we need to order new shirts and 
Shaunna (Chase) Repking has the books and would take the orders.  Tim Miland will find parking passes for volunteers.  WSPSS already 
donated money for some things. 

Nominations 

Mike Havlik is looking for nominees for President 2012 and Treasurer. Contact Mike with your nominations. Elections will occur in mid
-December. 

Website 

Kevin Traastad formed a website committee. Leroy Jansky, Shaunna (Chase) Repking, Karla Petges, and Natalie Irizarry will work on the 
committee.  Leroy and Shaunna will work to gain access of the website, remove all bugs, and get it back online. Then the entire commit-
tee will work to maintain the website content.  Jesse Turk motioned that a $200 budget be created for the website, Leroy Jansky sec-
onded that motion. 
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Farm Technology Days 

Tim Miland reported that last year WSPSS donated $100 for the Farm Technology Days and requested that WSPSS budget money for 
this year’s Farm Technology Days.  Leroy Jansky motioned that WSPSS provide a $250 budget. Ken Denow seconded the motion. 

New Business 
Kevin Traastad reported that there was a large pile of old ballots lying around.  He asked if the membership would support destroying 
old ballots. Leroy Jansky moved to destroy any old ballots and Ken Lubich seconded the motion. 
 
Kevin reported that a joint tour with the MAPPS would occur on Friday August 6th. The tour would take place in Polk County, WI and 
Pine County, MN.  Currently the organizers were setting up sites for the tour.  Camping would be available at nearby state Parks.  
WSPSS members who would like to volunteer to help with the tour should contact Kevin Traastad or Scott Eversoll.  A reminder about 
the event will be sent out closer to the date. 

Kevin suggested that a new membership survey be sent out.  He reported that he went through responses he found to an older survey 
and there were many valuable suggestions but perhaps we can get more suggestions with a new survey. He asked if anyone present had 
suggestions for future meetings.  Carsten Wordell noticed that recently meetings were held in the more northern part of the state and 
suggested more meetings be held in the southern part to balance this out. 

Shaunna (Chase) Repking suggested that members personal contact information not be included in the newsletter because newsletters are 
put online.  Leroy Jansky explained that we traditionally put the contact info in the newsletter because that newsletter goes to ARCPACS 
and satisfies the condition that we submit a list of our membership once a year. Shaunna suggested that only names, cities, and states be 
provided in anything that is published online and Leroy agreed this would satisfy the ARCPACS requirement. Ken Lubich requested that 
e-mail addresses not be blind copied on mass e-mailings so that members could be contacted easier. Shaunna agreed to make them view-
able. 
 
ARCPACs certification is needed to write Nutrient Management Plans, however Professional Soil Scientists can get a waiver if they 
prove knowledgeable.  The waivers will be reviewed on an individual basis. More information needs to be gathered about ARCPACs. 

President Kevin Traastad presented an award to Mike Havlik for his contributions as the 2009 WSPSS President. 

President Kevin Traastad called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:15, the motion was made by Tim Miland and seconded by 
Leroy Jansky. 

After the meeting, a lunch of grilled brats and sides was enjoyed by all. Before the meet-
ing, attendees listened to an Soil Quality presentation by WSPSS member Dick Wolkowski 
from UW-Extension.  After lunch attendees went out side for a hands-on experience 
where they learned how to test soil quality.  Dick Wolkowski showed attendees what they 
would need in a Soil Quality Test Kit. 

Coming Soon: 

An Order Form for  

Official WSPSS Gear! 
Fleece Shirts, Polos, Hats, and Totes! 
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Dick Wolkowski during the Available Carbon Demo. 
Click the picture to go to our Flickr site and see more!! 
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 On Friday August 6, 2010, the Minnesota Association of Professional Soil Scientists (MAPPS) and WSPSS held a 
joint tour through Polk County, Wisconsin and Pine County, Minnesota.  The tour was titled: Sediment, Soils & Glacial 
Landscapes in the St. Croix River Valley.  Attendees met at the Franconia Sculpture Garden near Interstate State Park in 
Minnesota and boarded a bus to enjoy the tour in comfort.  Mike Whited, MAPPS President, was our knowledgeable guide 
and host along the way. 

 The St. Croix River Valley was once host of one of the largest rivers in the world. Today it has very unique soil 
characteristics. This area is being further investigated today with the realization that an entire suite of new soil series exists 
related to Glacial Lake Lind.  Attendees explored these soils along with Grantsburg Lobe tills and outwash soils. Attendees 
also observed a successful stream restoration project. 

 The first stop on the tour was presented by Keith Zygowicz, NRCS District Conservationist in Polk County, Wis-
consin.  At this stop attendees observes a stream restoration site and discussed sedimentation. The site was located along 
Big Rock Creek in St. Croix Falls, Wisconsin.   Attendees enjoyed a leisurely wagon ride along the wooded borders of the 
man made water way to view restored water control structures and soil pits. 

 The second stop on the tour took attendees to the Trade River area in Polk County, Wisconsin where Scott Ever-
soll, NRCS MLRA Rhinelander Soil Survey Leader, and Mark Krupinksi, NRCS MLRA Rhinelander Soil Scientist, had dug 
pits for attendees to view.  This area of interest allowed attendees to see a new soil series which is being correlated for Gla-
cial Lake Lind Sediments. In the pits, attendees were able to view excellent examples of varving within clays. 

 After lunch and a business meeting for the MAPPS organization, attendees traveled to view pits on St. Croix Out-
wash and Grantsburg Lobe Till in southern Pine County, Minnesota.  Here Clayton Johnson, Mike Whited, and other 
NRCS Soil Scientists presented soils that are currently being mapped and correlated for the Pine County Soil Survey. 

 

 

To see more pictures from the tour, visit the 

WSPSS Flickr Photo Site! 
 

Do you have photos to share from the tour? 
Send them to wspss@yahoo.com or post them 

to the WSPSS Facebook Fan Page! 

Attendees learning about restored water control structures. 

Joint MAPPS/WSPSS Tour 

Held August 6, 2010 
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Fall 2010 Meeting Agenda 
December 3, 2010 

Time    Activity 
9:00 - 9:30   Social Time 
9:30 – 10:15  Business Meeting 

    Secretary Report 
    Treasurer Report 
    Committee Reports 
    Old Business 
     Nominations for President 2012 and Treasurer….   Mike Havlik, Past President 
     Other old business 
    New Business 
     Other new business 
12:00   Adjourn 
12:00 – 1:00  Lunch ($10 Hot Meal: Jamaican Grilled Pork, Scalloped Potatoes, Drink, Desert) 
1:00 – 2:30/3:00 Tour of the Aldo Leopold Legacy Center and learn about habitat restoration  

The 2010 WSPSS Fall Meeting will be held on Friday December 3, 2010 at the Aldo Leopold Center in Baraboo, WI. 

Please RSVP to Kevin Traastad (Kevin-Maggie@mwt.net) or (608) 452-3804 by Monday, November 29, 2010 so he can get an accurate 
count for the caterer! 

Please bring $10 for lunch with you to the meeting!  For more info, see below. 

From I-90/94W (from Madison): 

Use Exit 106 (Hwy 33).  At the end of the ramp, turn right 

toward Baraboo. 

Travel on Hwy 33 about 5.5 miles. 

Turn right on Hwy U. Travel about 2.5 miles north on Hwy 

U. 

Where Hwy U curves sharply to the left, make a right on 

Schepp Road.  

Where Schepp Road comes to a T-intersection, make a left 

on Rustic Road #49 (Levee Rd.). 

The Leopold Center is just over the hill on the left. 

From I-90/94E (from Eau Claire): 

Use Exit 92 (Hwy 12). Keep right to travel East on Hwy 12, 

toward Baraboo. (Follow signs for Mirror Lake State Park). 

Go straight through all the roundabouts. 

Turn left on Reedsburg Road; Reedsburg Road becomes 

Hwy U. 

Turn left on Hwy T. 

Turn Right on Rustic Road #49 (Levee Rd.) 

The Leopold Center is approximately 2.5 miles up on the 

right hand side of the road. 

E13701 Levee Road 
Baraboo, WI 53913 
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Newsletter  Submiss ions  

This is YOUR newsletter. 

If you wish to submit material, here are some preferences. 

 Send information by the last week of the month before the newsletter is scheduled to be published. If its not re-
ceived before the newsletter is published it’ll go in the next newsletter. 

 Digital copy in Microsoft Word is preferred 

 Use as little formatting (indents, bullets, charts) as possible. Formatting increases the work to get it into Publisher. 
 

If you are unable to write an article, we also appreciate your suggestions on topics to include in our next letter! 
 
Send your articles, comments, or suggestions to wspss@yahoo.com 

Phosphate out pit mining of Southern Florida and Soil Survey 

 The phosphate mining in southern Florida is at a very big scale. Huge cranes with big bucket are used to remove the over-
burden materials. The shovel buckets may hold 75 to 100 yards of materials. In some areas these large machines needed to be trans-
ported across local roads. They would have to put down at least 10 to 15 feet of materials over the road so as not to cause any damage 
to the road when it came time to move the machine across. Moving of the machines across the road would take hours to complete. 

 Once the crane gets to the good materials below, which is a large thick layer of fossilized bone and other materials, a slurry 
pool is brought in to transfer the good phosphate materials. When the materials are dumped by the crane, high pressure water hoses 
introduce water to create the slurry with the materials, which is then sent through large pumps via an 18 inch pipe line to the process-
ing plant. There is a variety of chemicals added in the process to obtain the final phosphate product. The first process is just a tank 
where most of the silica sand and quartz materials can settle out. From here the sand is pumped out to various locations to dry and the 
main slurry moves on in the processing plant. Clays are removed and pumped to large lagoons with 30 to 40 foot dikes. Over time, 
these colloidal clays, called slime, (slickens to the local people) can settle out and water is drawn off. They will pump sands on top of 
the clay, over long periods of time, to compact it and help to dewater it. Once it is ready, the surface will be restored with varies 
grasses. Other various chemical processes are followed to reach the end product.  Another by-product of this is gypsum. In this proc-
ess, it too is pumped to large pond to settle out and dry. 

 I can tell you that, over many parts of the mining area, they have very low amounts of radiation activity in the good phos-
phate materials. This type of materials presents a challenge in the creating of map units to use in the soil survey of these counties. Af-
ter lots of time and consideration on the map units, they where put on the legend. Hydraquents, clayey are soils that occur as areas 
of slime ponds, a result of a by-product of this phosphate mining. They are about 85% clay, 10% silt, and 5% sand. The clay is mainly 
montmorillonite. These areas occupy about 4.2 percent of Polk County, Florida. Mining began in the 1880’s and occurs in west-
central and southwestern part of the county to a tune of over 140,000 acres. Arents are highly variable soils that have been reworked 
by earth moving equipment. This is all of the overburden materials moved during phosphate mining. Some of these arrears remain as 
pits paralleled by long, steep mounds of soil materials. More and more of these areas are being reclaimed for recreation and agricul-
tural areas. Gypsum land is a miscellaneous area consisting of gypsum, a by-product of acid manufacturing plants in the phosphate 
mining area. Gypsum is formed by reacting sulfuric acid with the rock phosphate to form phosphoric acid. 

 Many of my week ends were spent on these areas of over-burden materials looking for fossils. Manta Ray mouth plates, shark 
spinal disks, mammoth molars, three toed horses teeth, various rib-bones, lots of shark teeth, alligator teeth, along with some other 
things of the long time past culture. The winter details were great and a great way to see the sites of other states and learn about their 
soils, people and culture. To learn more about soils in Florida, visit the Florida USDA-NRCS website http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/. 

Stories from the Field! 
This is a new section we hope to keep going in future newsletters!  Each newsletter we will feature a story from the field submitted by our 

membership. To kick off with our first story from the field is John Campbell, retired USDA-NRCS Soil Scientist and WSPSS Historian. 

There will be 
items on dis-

play from 
John’s Florida 
detail at our 

next meeting! 
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2010 Member Survey 

Earlier this year I went through the boxes of WSPSS items handed over to me when I took over as WSPSS President. I saw 
the responses from the 1999 membership survey. There were many helpful suggestions for running this organization and 
I’ve tried to utilize some of those suggestions throughout the year.  To help us continue to grow as an organization, I would 
like you to complete another short survey to help future leadership.  You can do so one of three ways. 

1) Mail this completed survey to: Kevin Traastad; E5241 Traastad Road; Coon Valley, WI 54623 

2) E-mail your answers to: wspss@yahoo.com 

3) Click here to answer the survey online, anonymously: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RW5TWGP 

1) Do you attend WSPSS Meetings (select all that may apply)? 

 ◊Yes, Spring 
 ◊Yes, Summer Tour 
 ◊Yes, Fall 
 ◊No, I don’t attend meetings 

2) If you don’t attend meetings, why not? 

3) What can WSPSS provide to make membership in our organization more meaningful to you? 

4)   How can we increase attendance at future WSPSS meetings? 

5) What activities would you like to see WSPSS involved in and would you participate in them if we were involved in those activities? 

6) What Legislative issues should WSPSS get involved in?  

7) Where would you like to have a WSPSS Meeting or Tour held? 

8) What topics would you like WSPSS to discuss/present during future meetings or tours? 

9) Select any of the following online tools you have used or will use to keep current with WSPSS happenings: 

 ◊ Official WSPSS Homepage: www.wspss.org 
 ◊ WSPSS Flickr Photo Site: www.flickr.com/photos/wspss 
 ◊ WSPSS Facebook Fan Page: www.facebook.com/wspss 
 ◊ WSPSS E-mail Listserv 

10) Should paper newsletters only be sent to those who do not have internet access (an e-mail on file)? Currently, those who have not 
opted out, receive the newsletter both in paper AND via e-mail. Sending less paper copies saves time for the people assembling it 
and money for WSPSS to spend elsewhere.  

 ◊ Yes, only send paper newsletters to those without internet access (e-mail) 
◊ No, continue to send paper AND e-mail newsletters to those who have not yet opted out of receiving paper newsletters 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this 
survey! 

Everyone’s opinion counts! 



       Karla Petges  

       451 West North Street  

       Juneau, WI    53039-1120 
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Go paperless today! 

E-mail wspss@yahoo.com to say you only want to receive your newsletter electronically! 

 

Not only is the e-newsletter more eco-friendly, but the e-newsletter arrives to you faster, in 
color, and has clickable links to more information! 

The new  WSPSS website is live! 

Visit  WWW.WSPSS.ORG  Today! 


