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Important News! 

BALLOTS DUE December 31, 2010! 

Ballots for President 2012 and Treasurer 2011-2012 are 
due to be received by COB December 31, 2010.  This is 
to ensure that the ballots can be counted and the new 
officers can take office on January 1, 2011. 

On January 1, 2011, Ken Denow, President-Elect for 
2010 will begin his duties as WSPSS President 2011 and 
the person you elect as President for 2012 will take over 
as President-Elect for 2011. 

You fill find the ballot on Page 5 of this newsletter. 

Start thinking of who you want to run for President and 
Secretary next year!  All full-members are welcome to 

run for office, this is a great opportunity to become 
more involved! 

  Nominations for next year can be sent to Kevin 
Traastad at any time throughout the year.  

Kevin Traastad - President 2010 

Kevin-Maggie@mwt.net 
(608) 452-3804 

WSPSS GOES PAPERLESS! 

At the recent December 3, 2010 WSPSS business meet-
ing, the membership voted to only send paper copies of 
our newsletter to members without internet access. 

What does this mean for you? 

If you have an e-mail account on file, we will only send 
you an electronic version of the newsletter. If you don’t 
have an e-mail on file with us or the e-mail bounces back 
as undeliverable, you will receive a paper copy in the 
mail. 

Not only will you receive your newsletters faster elec-
tronically, it will save WSPSS money on postage and 
printing, and it will save volunteer hours to print, coal-
late and mail the paper newsletters. 

WSPSS Secretary, Shaunna Repking, has sent the last 2 
newsletters out to all the member e-mails  WSPSS has 
on file; this list is not sold and used only for WSPSS 
Correspondence. 

If you did not receive these e-mails, do the following: 

1) Make sure wspss@yahoo.com is in your safe-
senders list; the newsletter may be going to your 
junk mail! 

2) Send us your current e-mail! Enclose it with your 
dues or send an e-mail to wspss@yahoo.com 

Scholarship fund is running low! 

Our Scholarship fund is running very low.  Please 
consider a contribution to the account to continue 
our present two $500 scholarships.  Without your 
donations, this next round of scholarships may 
drain the fund! 

http://www.wspss.org
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Wisconsin Society of Professional Soil Scientists Meeting 

December 3, 2010 

Aldo Leopold Legacy Center 

Baraboo, WI 

President Kevin Traastad called the meeting to order at 9:48AM. He thanked everyone for attending and announced that 31 people were in 
attendance. 

Treasurer Report 

Karla Petges reported that the Scholarship Fund  contains $1,204.15 and Checking account contains $5,823.47.  Karla reported that 
she would fill the IRS 990 form by the deadline of May 15, 2011.  Ken Lubich moved to approve the treasurer’s report, Leroy Jansky 
seconded the motion, the motion carried. 

Secretary Report 

Shaunna Repking reported that the minutes for the last meeting went out in the Fall newsletter.  She also reported that approximately 
half the membership has signed up for paperless newsletters. Howard Gundlach moved to approve the secretary’s report, Ken Lubich 
seconded the motion, the motion carried. 

Scholarship Committee 

Donna Ferren Guy reported that the scholarship form is online and she still needs to send it out to the scholarship contacts at the Uni-
versities.  Steve Frings moved to offer two $500 scholarships, Carl Wacker seconded the motion. It was noted that a vote to approve 
Scholarships must occur each year. 

Historical Committee 

John Campbell reported that he is currently scanning photographs and newsletter. Once he finishes, he will give them to Shaunna for 
posting online.  So far he has scanned items through 1979; the Dirt Dauber started in around 1976.  Jim Barnes gave John  Campbell a 
photo album full of WSPSS pictures to be added to the WSPSS historical archive. Jim Barnes mentioned that Francis Hole had give him 
his original sketches. Jim made copies and returned the originals; he will give the copies to the Historical Committee. 
Shaunna informed the attendees that we still need pictures from recent events. Members should mail them to one of the historical  
committee members, post them to the WSPSS Facebook Fan Page, or e-mail them to wspss@yahoo.com. 

Education and Training Committee 

Leroy Jansky reported that he has not had any requests for CEU’s and not much has happened recently.  He recommended that our 
Spring 2011 meeting offer CEUs and that non-members be invited; a 3-hour event would be necessary. Milo Harpstead suggested Wet-
land Remediation to be a topic.  Scott Doherty suggested Duffy’s Marsh; it was noted that WSPSS held a tour before the restoration of 
Duffy’s Marsh and it would be a good idea to revisit it now that restoration efforts are completed. Ken Denow will work with Scott 
Doherty and Leroy Jansky to set up the meeting.  Jim Barnes also suggested that a tour be held in in interlobate area in the future. 

Leroy Jansky suggested that WSPSS sponsor a 1 or 2 day long Soil Science Symposium. Non-members would be invited and there 
would be a fee to attend and CEUs available.  Tim Meyer, John Campbell, and Shaunna Repking volunteered to help him plan this 
event to possibly held in 2013. Leroy would like the help of 2 more volunteers. 

Promotions Committee 

Tim Miland reported that Farm Technology Days went well although on the third day the pit filled with water.  Some WSPSS members 
volunteered, however most people manning the booth were NRCS employees.  A larger WSPSS presence is needed at this event.  Next 
year the event will be held outside Marshfield, WI.  This year WSPSS spent $84.70 on materials.  New displays are needed that repre-
sent WSPSS and discuss Soil Quality. A talking points sheet should be made for pit volunteers. Donna Ferren Guy noted that this year’s 
site was a very good Mollisol but we did not have a tray to create a monolith. Milo Harpstead offered to loan his to create monoliths 
during FTD. 

Tim Miland reported that he and Jon Field would like to revive the WSPSS presence at the Science Teacher Convention. 

Donna Ferren Guy and Shaunna Repking reported that they created an order form for WSPSS apparel. 24 items are needed to place an 
order, members should send in their order by December 31, 2010. 

http://www.aldoleopold.org/legacycenter/
smchase
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Website Committee 

Leroy reported that the wspss.org domain was transferred to his account and the site is now up and free of viruses for about 2 months.  
No bill has been received yet.  There is a glitch with PDFs not opening; he and Shaunna are looking into a solution or alternatives.  The 
ARCPACs logo was removed because ARCPACs no longer exists. 

Nominations 

Mike Havlik, Past-President, could not attend the meeting. Kevin Traastad presented the nominations on his behalf.  Chris Miller and 
Ken Lubich were nominated for the office of President 2012 and Karla Petges is the sole nominee for Treasurer 2011-2012.  Leroy 
Jansky moved to approve the nominations, John Campbell seconded the motion, the motion carried. 

New Business 

Kevin Traastad reported that he received correspondence from Dawn Ferris who works for the Soil Science Society of America (SSSA). 
She introduced herself and informed WSPSS that ARCPACs no longer exists but SSSA would like to build a relationship with WSPSS. 
One of her goals is to review and monitor certified professional soil scientist legislation nation wide.  Many WSPSS members suggested 
that WSPSS make more effort to monitor laws in Wisconsin which impact Professional Soil Scientists and possibly designate a member 
as a legislation “watch-dog” to share that information with the rest of the membership. 

Kevin Traastad proposed that the Fall Meeting range be adjusted in the By-laws to coincide with field season.  Leroy Jansky said that in 
the past, as long as the membership voted to hold the meeting outside the dates set in the By-laws, it is OK to so. Ken Lubich and oth-
ers suggested that no changes to the by-laws take place until more thorough changes must be made. Also, changes must be announced 
with the meeting announcement to give members time to consider them before the meeting is held.  Ken Lubich reminded the group 
that the Fall Meeting needs to take place early enough for nominations to be held and ballots to be distributed and received.  Shaunna 
Repking suggested that e-newsletters be strongly encouraged to help bridge the time shortage because these are received quicker than 
paper newsletters.  It was noted that many people are still receiving the newsletter via paper and e-mail; requests to opt-out of paper 
copies continue to slowly trickle in.  Leroy Jansky moved that paper copies only be sent to those without e-mail addresses/internet 
access, Dave Roberts seconded, the motion carried. 

Steve Frings moved that the meeting adjourn, Duane Simonson seconded, the motion carried. Kevin Adjourned the meeting at 
11:38am. 

After the WSPSS Business Meeting, members enjoyed a catered lunch for Jamaican 
Grilled Pork, Scalloped Potatoes, a roll, salad, and cookies.  After lunch, members 
took a tour of the Aldo Leopold Legacy Center and learned about the Aldo Leopold 
Foundation.  Later members toured the Aldo Leopold Shack where members had 
an opportunity to read lines from A Sand County Almanac and learn about the Leo-
pold Family. 

Photos from the tour have been posted on our Flick Site and on Facebook! 

Member Matt Otto reads a line from A Sand County Almanac 

http://www.wspss.org
http://www.facebook.com/wspss
http://www.flickr.com/photos/wspss
http://www.flickr.com/photos/wspss
http://www.flickr.com/photos/wspss
http://www.aldoleopold.org/legacycenter/
http://www.aldoleopold.org/


You may have noticed many changes on the WSPSS website recently. 

Over the last two months, Leroy Jansky and Shaunna Repking have been doing a lot of work 
on the new wspss.org website. 

Currently, there are issues with PDF’s not appearing for some members. To combat this, the 
website team opened a WSPSS account  at Windows Live where we can post documents for 
free.  It will act as a sort of library for Newsletters, Historical Documents, and Forms.  
Members can access and download the members for free without needing a password.  We 
are also able to maintain and share a calendar with a to-do list on Windows Live. 

Also, the resources section continues to expand.  Information was added for Professional Soil 
Scientist licensing and a list of Wisconsin Universities offering Soil Science degrees. 

On the Hire a Soil Scientist page continues to be updated with information as we receive it. 
This page will only list WSPSS member Soil Scientists information. If you think you should 
be included or have a correction, send your comments to wspss@yahoo.com. 

We have also listed our current stock of WSPSS apparel. Remember, many items are limited 
but if you want something currently not in stock, use the order form on the next 2 pages. 
Send your orders in by December 31, 2010! 

What’s  new with WSPSS.ORG? 

2011 Scholar ships  now Avai lable!  
At the last meeting, members voted to offer two $500 scholarships for 2011. 

The scholarship forms have been made and are now available on WSPSS.ORG! 

Please encourage the soil science undergraduates you know to apply for this scholarship. Last year we 
received only 3 applications. We’d like to see word get out about this opportunity. 

Along with $500, the winning students receive a 2 year membership to WSPSS.  Last year’s winners 
were Peter Ganzlin from UW-Madison and Victoria Bertolami from UW-SP. 

Appications are due by March 15, 2011. “2011 Scholarship 
Applications are 

due March 15, 
2011” 
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Join the Soi l  Sc ience Symposium Planning Team 
At the last meeting, a team was formed to plan for a Soil Science Symposium to be held in 2012 or 2013. 
Leroy Jansky is heading the team and would like at least 2 more members to join him. 

The team plans to be in contact at least every 2 months to start the planning process.  First the team will 
select a data and location. The team will then look for speakers and topics. 

The intent is to plan a 2 day, 1 night Soil Science event that offers CEUs to both WSPSS Members and 
non-WSPSS members. 

Soi l  Dig i ta l  Products  
How do you use soil surveys in your work? There is a variety of applications online for you to use! 

*Web Soil Survey, a web-based viewer that allows you to make custom soil surveys 
*Soil Data Mart, a website that allows you to download spatial and tabular data and generate reports 
*Geospatial Data Gateway, a website that allows you to download a wide variety of digital information 
*Soil Data Viewer, allows you to use Soil Data Mart downloads in ArcMap to create maps and reports 
*Soil Web, an application for GPS Enabled Spartphones to use Soil Surveys on the go 

http://www.wspss.org
http://www.wspss.org
http://www.wspss.org
http://cid-dbf3da97dc6c0708.office.live.com/documents.aspx#s_dvHead
http://cid-dbf3da97dc6c0708.calendar.live.com/calendar/The+WSPSS+Calendar/index.html?Embedded=true&mkt=en-us&rru=month
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/HomePage.htm
http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://datagateway.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://soils.usda.gov/sdv/
https://www.soils.org/files/publications/sssaj/abstracts/74-5/s10-0144nabs.pdf


   

Men’s Colorado Clothing - 
Classic Fleece Jacket  

Item # 13010 

Colors: Black, Charcoal, Chocolate, 
Forest, Navy, Red 

$34 

Men’s Colorado Clothing - Classic 
Fleece 1/2 Zip Pullover 

Item # 12010 

Colors: White, Black, Charcoal, Chocolate, 
Forest, Garnet, Navy, Olive, Red, Royal, Sky 

Blue, Tarragon 
$31 

Ladies Colorado Clothing - Clas-
sic Fleece 1/2 Zip Pullover 

Item # 22220 

Colors: White, Black, Charcoal, Navy 

$34 

   

Men’s IZOD - Ultra-Wicking 
Pima Cool Sport Shirt 

Item # 13Z0062 

Colors: Black, Midnight, Olive, Pa-
prika, Sage, Sali Blue 

$32 

Ladies’ IZOD - Classic Silkwash 
Pique Sport Shirt 

Item # 13Z0063 

Colors: White, Black, Orange, Pink, Mid-
night, Ocean, Real Red, Sailor Blue, Silver 

Mist, Stone Dust, Sunburst, Green 

$27 

Gildan - Ultra Cotton Jersey 
Sport Shirt 

Item # 2800 

Colors: White, Black, Ash, Carolina Blue, 
Charcoal, Forest Green, Gold, Maroon, 

Navy Red, Royal, Sand, Sport Grey 
$15 

(Check WSPSS.ORG for current stock) 

 

Anvil - Organic 100% Organic 
Canvas Boater Tote    $24 

Item # 431 

Colors: Black, Brown, Green, Navy 

Authentic Headwear Cap    $12 

Colors: Brown, Khaki, Maroon, Black, Dark 
Green 

Structured = Item # AH30 
Unstructured = Item # AH35 

 
(Check WSPSS.ORG for current stock) 
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https://www.ssactivewear.com/ShopNow/Item.aspx?ID=1237
https://www.ssactivewear.com/ShopNow/Item.aspx?ID=1229
https://www.ssactivewear.com/ShopNow/Item.aspx?ID=1225
https://www.ssactivewear.com/Images/Style/250_fl.jpg
https://www.ssactivewear.com/ShopNow/Item.aspx?ID=894
https://www.ssactivewear.com/ShopNow/Item.aspx?ID=243
https://www.ssactivewear.com/ShopNow/Item.aspx?ID=456
https://www.ssactivewear.com/ShopNow/Item.aspx?ID=1256
http://www.wspss.org
http://www.wspss.org


Shipping Cost: 
Shipping is FREE for current WSPSS Members! 

Ship Items To: 

Name:  _________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________ 

 _______________________________ 

E-mail Address or Phone # if you would like to confirm shipment: ______________________________________ 
OR 
_______  Check here if you would rather pick the item up at the Spring 2011 Meeting 

 

Mail Your Completed Order Form and Payment to: 

Shaunna Repking OR Donna Ferren Guy 

820 Industrial Drive Suite 3 
Sparta, WI 54656 

 

Make Checks Payable to: WSPSS 

Also visit the shop wspss.org to see our current limited inventory of Antigo SiL T-Shirts! 
If you’re not a WSPSS Member and want an Antigo SiL T-shirt, please add $2.50 for shipping one item, $5 for 2-3 items, for more than 4 items please ask 

wspss@yahoo.com for the best rate. Thank you! 

 

If you are interested in these, they’re sold on a first come first serve basis! 
Don’t delay! 

If you have questions contact wspss@yahoo.com. 

ITEM # Size Color Quantity Subtotal 

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

      Subtotal   

      Shipping   

      Total   

WSPSS Official Apparel Order Form 
Orders are due December 31, 2010! We need 24 Items to make an order! 

http://www.wspss.org
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Ballots are due to be recieved by December 31, 2010. Your vote does count, so please vote! 

Vote for President  

_____ Christopher S. Miller: I graduated from the UW-Stevens Point and started my mapping career in JoDaviess County, Illi-
nois as a county soil scientist.  I then moved to the state of Washington and started my career with SCS.  In Washington, I was a soil 
survey leader and enjoyed mapping a variety of interesting soils including volcanic ash soils.  I was also an Area Resource Soil Scientist 
while in Washington and had the opportunity to work with many of the NRCS conservation programs including WRP.  In 2007, I 
moved to Wisconsin to work as the USDA-NRCS MLRA Leader in Juneau.   I was an active member of the “other WSPSS”, the 
Washington Society of Professional Soil Scientist, and have been a member of the Wisconsin Society of Professional Soil Scientists 
since 2007.  I look forward to representing WSPSS as President. 

_____ Ken Lubich: I grew up on a farm near River Falls, Wisconsin. My Federal career started with 2 years in the Army, includ-
ing time in Vietnam and Cambodia. I graduated from the University of Wisconsin – River Falls in 1975 with a BS in Soil Science. I 
started my career with SCS/NRCS in Manitowoc as a Soil Scientist Student Trainee in June of 1974. I worked six years in the Rhine-
lander Soil Survey Office and seven in the Spooner Area Office before moving to Madison as the Soil Survey Database Manager in 
1988. I became the State Soil Scientist in 1991 and the National Soil Survey Digitizing Coordinator in 2000. I went to Washington, 
DC, as the National Soil Survey Program Manager in July of 2004. I retired in June of 2007 and returned to Verona, Wisconsin were 
my wife and I currently resided. I am a licensed Professional Soil Scientist and have been a member of WSPSS since 1975. I have 
served as president in the past. Although willing to serve WSPSS President again, I would prefer others have the opportunity to add to 
WSPSS President to their resume.  

Vote for Treasurer 

____ Karla D. Petges: After graduating from UW-Stevens Point, I began my soil mapping career with SCS in central Illinois.  I 
mapped on three county surveys in Illinois then switched over to be a soil conservationist for a couple years until the MLRA offices 
were up and running.  I worked in the Rockfalls MLRA for a year then moved to the Aurora MLRA where I stayed for almost ten 
years.  In 2004, I moved to Wisconsin and started working in the Juneau MLRA office.  I was vice president and president of the Illi-
nois Soil Classifiers Association and have been an active member of the Wisconsin Society of Professional Soil Scientist. I have served 
the past 2 years as WSPSS Treasurer and look forward to continuing my duties. 

Renew Your Dues Today! 

___ Regular Membership $20.00     ___ Scholarship Fund Donation $_____  

___ Associate Membership $5.00 

___ Student Membership $2.00      Amount Enclosed $______  

 
Member’s Name:__________________________________________________________ 

Please place a check next to the WSPSS activities you want to participate in! 

__ Newsletter __ Educational __ Promotional __ Historical __ Website __ Nominations __ Scholarship __ Other: _______ 

Have you moved? Got a new e-mail? Got a new phone? 

If so, please send us your updated info! 

 
Send your dues and your completed ballot to: 

Karla Petges  

451 West North Street  

Juneau, WI 53039  



       Karla Petges  

       451 West North Street  

       Juneau, WI 53039-1120 

     wspss.org 

 

       

 

Important Updates for 

Members inside! 
Ballot Enclosed… Due to be received by December 31, 2010 

Also in this newsletter: 

December 3, 2010 Meeting Minutes 

WSPSS Apparel Order Form 

Join us online! 
WSPSS.ORG * facebook.com/wspss * flickr.com/photos/wspss 

http://www.wspss.org
http://www.wspss.org
http://www.facebook.com/wspss
http://www.flickr.com/photos/wspss

