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Prez Sez 
By Ken Denow 

 

First, I want to start by saying that I hope everyone is in good health and doing well in this time of shrinking budg-
ets and tough economic times.   Government will have less money and resources available than in the past for soil 
and water programs.  This will affect the things that can be done to protect the environment. It means organiza-
tions such as WSPSS will need to provide more technical soil/water expertise and training to the people who use 
and make land use decisions.  Obviously there is a lot of uncertainty regarding future budget decisions and the im-
pacts they will have on all of us. We need to be a part of and have input into decisions affecting soils and the envi-
ronment and the role of a soil scientist. We have such a wealth of expertise available in the organization that can 
help in many ways. 

We are an organization of professionals who are not only colleagues and team members who work in the same 
profession but also friends who share the same passion for protecting the environmental quality of our valuable soil 
and water resources.  I am impressed with the people in the organization who have worked hard to make the or-
ganization what it is today. But there is much yet that need to be done in the future. 

We are all busy with our regular jobs, family and other interests that take up much of our time. But we all need to 
contribute to get the job done. The organization is only as good as the people who are “actively” involved. The 
more people that contribute, the better we are and the easier it is for everyone. I am asking everyone to give a lit-
tle of your time, expertise and ideas to help WSPSS grow. Many of the chairman and coordinators of the various 
committees are asking for your participation. One of our larger high profile events, Farm Progress, days needs 
more volunteers. We are looking at ways to provide better professional exposure for the soil scientists in WSPSS 
and the work they perform. 

Lastly, I am ready for “spring” and some warm and dryer weather. Even though this is supposedly typical Wiscon-
sin weather, I would like some nice dry 60 + degree weather, especially for our marsh tour on June 3rd in Mon-
tello. 

2011 1971 
WSPSS 40th Anniversary Edition 



PAGE 2 

Our trip to California was outstanding!  There were five of us that took part in soil judg-
ing and Dr. Levine accompanied us as our coach.  Our first day out we got to visit Alca-
traz.  What a experience that was for sure.  After checking out Alcatraz we made our 
way to Muir Beach Overlook and the Beach itself.  San Francisco was very cool and 
windy, but we all appreciated the beautiful pacific ocean crashing amongst the steep 
rocky cliffs in Muir Overlook. 
 
On the second day of our California adventures we all went to Yosemite National Park 
to experience some breath taking scenery.  Witnessing first hand some of the most fasci-
nating geology in the country made this trip one never to forget.  Yosemite falls was 
gushing at full strength with all fresh snow melt.  While walking through Mariposa 
Grove there was no shortage of snow on the ground yet to melt.  There had to be at 
least four feet covering the mammoth sequoia trees. 

 
Finally on Friday we got to check out the soils near Modesto, CA.  I got 
introduced to my first duripan which was totally cool to see.  The soils 
were very intriguing indeed.  Some sites had Bw horizons with Cambic 
diagnostic horizons and others were Argillic horizons with 45% clay 
content.  Amazing how you can travel such minute distances and have 
such different soils.  Taking the knowledge learned in soil morphology 
and implying it in the field makes so much more sense know.  Nothing 
better than learning with hands on training. 
 
As a team we didn't do very well in the competition but Wisconsin as a 
whole did very well.  Platteville finished first, Madison finished second, 
and River Falls finished third.  Like Dr. Levine says, as long as we have 
fun and learn something the trip was a success.  I've attached some pic-
tures of our trip, hope you enjoy them. 

National Soil Judging Competition in California 
Kyle Reedy, UW-SP, WSPSS Student member 
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The 2011 scholarship deadline was March 15th. Last year we only received 3 applications, To increase the number of appli-
cants, the committee was more proactive. We contacted soil science teachers directly and posted reminder announcements 
periodically on the WSPSS Facebook Fan Page.  Our efforts paid off because this year, we received 12 applications. 

The committee is currently compiling the applications. Then they will be sent out to all the committee members for 
evaluation.  When reviewing the applications we will look at the application, transcripts, essays, experience in Soil Sci-
ence.  We will complete the selection process by the next meeting so the winners can attend if they wish.  Winners re-
ceive  a letter from the president, a check, and a free 2-year WSPSS membership. 

Current Scholarship Committee members are Donna Ferren Guy (Chair), Jean MacCubbin, and Shaunna Repking. If any 
members would like to help with the scholarship committee, please contact Donna Ferren Guy. Tasks you can help with 
are promoting the scholarship and reviewing applications. 

2011 SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE 
Donna Ferren Guy, committee chair 

The New Look of WSPSS.org 
Shaunna Repking, secretary and committee member 

If you have recently visited the WSPSS Website you’ll notice some major changes! 

The WSPSS Website Committee has found a new home for WSPSS.org. Please pardon our dust as we get settled in. 

The new WSPSS Website will allow each officer to make changes to the website using their own private log-in informa-
tion. This makes it easier to get updates posted online in a timely fashion. Also, the front page of the WSPSS website is 
now a blog format where announcements can pop up as they are made. 

WSPSS members can also leave comments on posts and pages without creating a user account! So come start or join in dis-
cussions, just remember, this is a public webpage. All comments are moderated before being posted to prevent  spam. 

WSPSS Members can also sign up to receive RSS Feeds and e-mail updates when new information is posted. 

The Historical Subcommittee of John Campbell and Shaunna Repking have been working hard the past few months to digi-
tize all the past newsletters and photos.  The newsletters are now all available online for viewing at our webpage an also in 
our digital archive on Microsoft Office Live. The photos are scanned and being processed. They will be uploaded soon to 
both our Flickr Site and Facebook Fan Page.  The photos will then be streamed to the website. 

If you have photos to share with the membership, submit them to wspss@yahoo.com or upload them to Facebook. You 
may also bring them to a meeting and give them to a committee member for scanning. 
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WSPSS SPRING MEETING AND TOUR 

The 2011 Spring Meeting will be held on 

Friday June 3, 2011. 

In the morning, the business meeting will 

be held at: 

1st National Bank 
408 Main St 

Montello, WI 

In the afternoon, we’ll tour Duffy’s Marsh. 

 

Please bring or wear clothes appropriate to wear for 
our outdoor tour in the afternoon! 

 

PLEASE RSVP by May 31, 2011 to 
Ken Denow 

kendenow@hotmail.com 

(262) 343-1839  

Agenda 
9:00am—9:30am  Check in and Social Time with Coffee, Juice, and Rolls 

9:30am—11:45 Business Meeting 

11:45am-12:30pm—Lunch will be Provided 

12:30pm—2:30pm—Duffy Marsh Presentation 
by Scott Doherty and Michelle Kominsky 

2:30pm—2:45pm—Travel to Duffy Marsh 

2:45pm—4:40pm—Duffy Marsh Tour 
including overview of restoration techniques, habitat types, main water control struc-

tures, and individual walking tour. 



Contact an 
officer or 

Committee Chair to 

find out how you 

can get involved! 
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Now Accepting Nominations  
for: 

President for 2013 term 

Secretary for 2012-2013 term 

All full and associate members, New and Used, Young and Old, Loud or Quiet, 
are welcome to nominate and be nominated! 

If you are curious what your duties would be for these positions, here is a run down: 

President 
 Term: 1 year 

 Organize meetings (i.e. topics, speakers, location) 

 Compile the Dirt Dauber 

 Look cool banging the gavel at the meetings 

 For the year following your reign, you’ll head the nomina-
tions committee. 

Secretary 
 Term: 2 years 

 Take minutes at the meeting 

 Submit Minutes to the Dirt Dauber 

 As a Board member, help the President out 

While organizing meetings and compiling the Dirt Dauber can seem a daunting task, remember, you have a Board of Offi-
cers, Committees, and an organization of 100+ members to help you make this Organziation run! 

Being an Officer of WSPSS is a great way to get involved and meet new people! 

Send your nominations or expression of interest to: 

 Kevin Traastad at Kevin-Maggie@mwt.net or (608) 782-0180 ext 105

2011 Officers 

President: Ken Denow    kendenow@hotmail.com  
Treasurer: Karla Petges   karla.petges@wi.usda.gov 
Secretary: Shaunna Repking   wspss@yahoo.com
Past-President: Kevin Traastad  kevin-maggie@mwt.net
President-elect: Chris Miller chris.miller2@wi.usda.gov

2011 Committee Chairpersons 
 
Education: Leroy Jansky  ljansky@hotmail.com
Historical: John Campbell  jecampbell51@hotmail.com
Nominations: Kevin Traastad  kevin-maggie@mwt.net
Promotions: Tim Miland tim.miland@wi.usda.gov
Scholarship: Donna Ferren Guy donna.ferren@wi.usda.gov
Website: Leroy Jansky ljansky@hotmail.com

 



Farm Technology Days offers a fine opportunity for Wisconsin soil scientists to meet, greet and deliver their message to 
thousands of people.  This year's FTD expo will be July 12th to 14th near Marshfield; it's centrally located for maximum 
exposure!  WSPSS has traditionally had a strong presence at the festivities and this year will be no different with hopefully 
an added twist.  I propose to add a WSPSS funded display that highlights the services of our private consultant member-

ship.  Clearly these valuable WSPSS members deserve our support.  So let's show our dedication to the profession by pro-
viding this opportunity to increase business opportunities for WSPSS members in private practice.  Added benefits include 

increased public awareness of the soil scientist profession and enhanced value of WSPSS membership.  We will have an 
opportunity to discuss this initiative at our upcoming spring meeting.  I encourage the membership to be decisive and sup-

port this proposal.  
Submitted by Mark Krupinski, NRCS soil scientist, WI licensed soil scientist and WSPSS member.  

The Education Committee’s goal should be to make sure our members and other interested parties 
have an opportunity for learning experiences both at regular society meetings and special events 
sponsored by WSPSS.  We often have field trips and guest speakers at meetings and ocassionally 

apply for continuing education credits for certified soil testers.  However, at our last meeting something bigger, such as a 
soils symposium, was suggested that would be of interest to both our members and practitioners such as soil mappers, cer-
tified soil testers and wetland delineators to name a few.  This would be a special event and may be longer than one day. 
  
The idea is still very much in the planning stage and I have personally only talked to a few persons about locations and top-
ics so there is lots of work yet to do.  I don’t believe that we would try to put together such an event every year, but some-
thing once every second or third year can certainly be considered.  Cost is a factor to consider for advertizing, a conference 
room, refreshments and speaker travel expenses and honorarium, etc.  I can see the WSPSS Education Committee putting 
together an agenda for the spring or late fall of 2012.  If a symposium was largely classroom training we could schedule the 
event when field work is slow in the early spring or late fall. 
  
So what we need to learn from our members is what types of subjects are necessary to better conduct the business of soil 
science at both the government and private contractor level and maybe something in between.  In general, our economy so 
slow that many private contractors have been forced to find other venues to pay the bills.  A few persons who are more 
diversified are doing better.  They may not only do onsite investigations for onsite systems but also conduct wetland de-
lineations or are involved in conservation planning of some sort.  In any event, we need to decide what topics will be inter-
esting and beneficial and if our audience might just be from Wisconsin or do we include adjoining states.  We need to iden-
tify where a cost effective location might be secured, the topics, speakers and their cost, a method of advertizing and an 
appropriate fee to charge attendees.  Do we partner with other organizations or go it alone?  These are some questions that 
the membership should discuss at our spring meeting and hopefully the discussion will give the committee in the best direc-
tion possible to be successful. 

Education Committee Update 
Leroy Jansky, Education Committee Chair 
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First I would like to take this opportunity to thank Kevin Traastad for inviting me to write an article for the Dirt Dauber.  I 
am excited to let you know how the Soil Science Society of America (SSSA) is changing and what those changes can, and 
hopefully will, mean to not only Wisconsin, but to soil scientists around the country.  One of the changes that the SSSA has 
made is to hire a Soil Science Program Coordinator, which would be me.  I am originally from West Allis, Wisconsin, so it 
is nice to be talking with the soil science society in my home state.  First, let me tell you a little bit about my background. 

I joined the SSSA staff in July as the Soil Science Program Coordinator. Most recently I was on the faculty at The Ohio 
State University in the School of Environment and Natural Resources where the bulk of my research was located in Iceland 
studying successional landscapes and soil carbon dynamics.  Prior to that I spent the majority of my career in environmental 
consulting and, and for a shorter time, in county government.  During my career I have, among other things, owned my 
own consulting business, managed the Minnesota office of Tetra Tech EMI, and traveled across the U.S. as part of my 
work.  I have a B.S. in soil science from the University of Wisconsin, a M.S. in soil physics and a PhD in forest hydrology 
from the University of Minnesota.  I am both a licensed and certified soil scientist and have worked on issues surrounding 
the implementation of these programs since the early 1990s; I have also been involved with the Council of Soil Science Ex-
aminers since its inception and was the chair for several years.  I held a Governor appointed position as the Soil Science 
Board Member on the MN Board of Architecture, Engineering, Land Surveying, Landscape Architecture, Geoscience and 
Interior Design.   

So what, exactly, is it that I am doing for SSSA?  Some of my primary objectives with SSSA include overseeing the licensing 
and certification programs for SSSA (including legislative issues), facilitating continuing education for soil scientists, and 
overall to help grow the soil science profession by working and communicating with industry, government and the univer-
sities.  A big part of this also includes working with the state soil science groups and understanding how SSSA can better 
connect and work with the states.  I am starting to visit with states, with my priorities being touching base with licensing 
states, states that are moving towards licensing or certification, states that have asked for assistance in moving in that direc-
tion, or states where I have been invited for one reason or another. 

I had been planning on contacting WSPSS early in 2011 regarding the WI licensing program, your relationship with SSSA, 
SSSA’s new strategic plan, and SSSA’s 75th Anniversary and the Z Session at the San Antonio Meetings that will focus on 
consulting soil scientists.  When I received the recent WSPSS newsletter I decided it was a good time to get in touch. 

I would like to start a dialogue with WSPSS about how SSSA can be more involved with your organization and what type of 
help we may be able to provide at the state level.  I would especially like to let you know that the SSSA Executive Board is 
committed to looking forward and doing new things.  If you get a chance, take a look at the new Strategic Plan for SSSA, I 
think you will find it interesting.  You can find it here: https://www.soils.org/files/about-society/sssa-2010-strategic-
plan-final.pdf.  You will see included in the plan many goals that pertain to elevating the profession of soil science to new 
levels.  We need your help to make some of the changes happen at the national level.  For instance, one of the biggest is-
sues that professionals talk to me about is that SSSA is too focused on academia and hard core research.  Well, let’s change 
that around and promote other professions within soil science.  The SSSA Board supports this and I want to take advantage 
of the opportunity.  Next year is SSSA’s 75th Anniversary and our annual meetings will be in San Antonio, TX.  Our in-
coming President is interested in getting our professionals more involved.  We have set aside (through use of a Z Session or 
special session) a day devoted to the professional practice of soil science.  I would encourage you to attend the conference 
and even better consider submitting a paper for this special session.  Please contact me if you are interested.  Another item 

SSSA and WSPSS: Building a Partnership 

By Dr. Dawn Ferris, PSS and CPSS 

Soil Science Program Coordinator 

Soil Science Society of America 
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I am working on are webinars that are of interest to soil scientists, whether they are about things we face in the field, new 
regulations, or better technology transfer.  Webinars are also a good way to earn the CEUs needed for license and certifi-
cation renewals.  I need soil scientists from all sectors to present these webinars and share their knowledge and experience.  
SSSA provides an honorarium to those that do this. (So hint, hint – let me know if you are interested.) 

Aside from the above points that I wanted to contact WSPSS about, a couple of items I saw in your last newsletter really 
prompted me to contact Kevin.  I was confused by WSPSS’s use of the ARCPACS logo.  There are two things that are of 
note with regard to ARCPACS.  First and most importantly, ARCPACS is a reference to certification, not licensing, and 
Wisconsin is a licensing state.  As I will explain in more detail below, certification is not applicable in Wisconsin.  Second, 
ARCPACS as an entity does not exist anymore and hasn’t for a number of years.  The Soils Certifying Board is the entity 
within SSSA that oversees certification of soil scientists.  I will also explain this point in more detail below. 

As mentioned above, ARCPACS or certification of soil scientists is not applicable in Wisconsin due to your licensing stat-
ute.  The details of the licensing law in Wisconsin can be found under the Department of Regulation and Licensing, Wis-
consin Statutes Chapter 470 “Examining Board of Professional Geologists, Hydrologists and Soil Scientists” with pertinent 
supporting rules in Wisconsin Code Chapters GHSS 1, 4 and 5.  Of additional note is Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 440.21.  
(Note: these can be found at http://drl.wi.gov/board_code_detail.asp?boardid=29&locid=0 ) 

Specific to my discussion on why ARCPACS and certification are not valid in Wisconsin, I will quote from two places in 
Wisconsin Statute. 

Wisconsin Statute Chapter 470.02 (3): “License required. Except as provided in s. 470.025 or 470.045, no person may do 
any of the following: [paragraph 3] Engage or offer to engage in the practice of professional soil science, or designate him-
self or herself as a professional soil scientist, use or assume the title “professional soil scientist” or any other title, letters or 
designation which represents or may tend to represent the person as a professional soil scientist unless the person is li-
censed by the professional soil scientist section under this chapter.” 

Wisconsin Statute Chapter 440.21 (1): “Enforcement of laws requiring credential. The department may conduct investiga-
tions, hold hearings and make findings as to whether a person has engaged in a practice or used a title without a credential 
required under chs. 440-480.” 

Practicing soil science without a license is not legal in Wisconsin unless one of the exemptions listed within Wisconsin Statute Chapter 
470.025 (individuals) or 470.045 (firms, partnerships and corporations) is applicable.  In addition, ethics would dictate that if one 
has knowledge of someone practicing without a license that this should be reported to the Wisconsin Examining Board. 

While you must have a license in Wisconsin to practice soil science, many consultants also travel to a variety of states as 
part of their work.  In that case a person may also want to be certified.  Many states have “ARCPACS Certified” as a clause 
in their statute and rule to designate that a Certified Professional Soil Scientist (CPSS) or Certified Professional Soil Classi-
fyer (CPSC) must do certain types of work.  Because this is true, and statutes don’t change very often, SSSA has kept the 
acronym “ARCPACS” in their terminology.  However, the important point is that a person is a CPSS or CPSC.  It doesn’t 
necessarily matter what the name of the certifying board is.  Therefore, if you carry a certification, SSSA would rather see 
you advertise yourself on business cards, etc. as a Certified Professional Soil Scientist.  If you feel the need to say something 
further, add in that you are certified through the Soil Science Society of America.  ARCPACS will be phased out over time 
and you will start seeing the ARCPACS logo disappear, which will be replaced with a new one (the new one looks similar) 
on our website and literature. 

I think I have probably written a long enough article at this point! I look forward to working with you and hopefully getting 
to know you better as we work on growing our profession. Please feel free to email me with any questions or if you would 
like more information (dferris@sciencesocieties.org).  

Please note, this  article was submitted after the last newsletter went out. 
This article is a follow-up to items discussed at the Fall/Winter 2010 Meeting. 



Hello Fellow Soil Scientists, 
  
Some of you may have been aware, but I just learned that SSSA plans to phase-out the Soil Classifier certification. The at-
tached article explains some of their rationale. If this move is successful, all new applicants will be considered professional 
soil scientists without the opportunity to eventually be recognized as a classifier. 
  
As an organized soils group I hope you will consider this issue. 
  
I personally disagree with the decision. The board mentions that there is a small difference between the requirements; I 
think the difference in requirements is significant. I think the Classifier designation is very important in our field and is very 
useful to identify practicing soil scientists with ample field experience.  
  
Without this distinct classification there is no way to know if the professional is experienced in mapping, interpretation, 
and specific field applications that are very important especially for those practicing in the private sector. Without the dis-
tinction there is no way to know if the individual routinely performs field work as opposed to laboratory work, theoretical 
research, or classroom instruction. 
  
I also look at this as a continued erosion of our area of expertise. We seem to be headed in a direction where generically 
trained individuals will be similarly identified as properly trained to consult and interpret with respect to soils in the field. 
  
Elimination of the classifier certification would also take away a prospective client's assurance that the individual is field 
trained and knowledgeable. The board's code of ethics is designed to prevent such a situation but enforcement of codes of 
ethics is often difficult unless the agency has the fortitude and desire to truly do the right thing; I don't think the code of 
ethics will prevent individuals from practicing outside their subset area of soil specialization. 
  
Lastly, the program is already established and in place. Why dismantle it? It may need some modification given changes in 
the way field soil scientists are trained but the distinction associated with the soil classifier is truly unique in the field of soil 
science. The classifier is a rigorous field certification as is evidenced by the required 5 years of documented field experience 
(regardless of education) and that alone is a valuable distinction. I would recommend looking at the certification and apply-
ing contemporary modification as necessary to bring it into the 21st century but I personally think elimination of the certi-
fication is a mistake. 
I hope you and your group will consider this matter and consider contacting SSSA individually and as a group. 
 

William Gangloff 
Accent Environmental, LLC 
PO Box 788 
Millsboro, DE 19966 
Phone: 1-302-352-1700 

Guest Letter 
This is a letter WSPSS Officers received on April 7, 2011. It is another viewpoint on SSSA changes for certification. 

We thought we would share it with you as food for thought and to help get a discussion going. 

If you want to discuss this issue, join the discussion by visiting WSPSS.org and leaving a comment, send an e-mail to 
wspss@yahoo.com, or find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/wspss. 



Karla Petges  

WSPSS Treasurer 

451 West North Street  

Juneau, WI    53039-1120 

 

       

 

Renew your Membership Today! 
 

Did you pay your dues? 
If not, make sure to do so today in order to stay a member in 

good-standing. 

 

Standard Member: $20 

Associate Member $15 

Student Member $2 

 
Need a Membership Form? 

Forms are now available online at wspss.org 

Send your dues to: 

Karla Petges, WSPSS Treasurer 
451 West North Street, Juneau, WI 53039-1120 
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