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Prez Sez 

Gang, I hope this note finds all of you in excellent health, spirit and immersed in our glorious summer.  
We’ve all been enjoying a truly wonderful early spring after a very mild winter.   My only big gripe is I 
have 10 apple trees and will be lucky to fill one bucket with apples this fall.  The early spring prompted 
early blossoms that were destroyed by frost.  Hopefully our early and enjoyable spring will be followed 
with normal and well timed summer rains.  

I appreciate your patience with the details of our Spring/Summer tour coming out late.  It’s taken some 
time to pull together the details but I’m sure it will work out well.  On Friday June 29th we’ll meet on the 
UW Eau Claire campus for our meeting.  Afterwards we’ll enjoy a lecture from UW Eau Claire Professor 
Kent Syverson.  Dr. Syverson is a local authority on mining for fracking sand in Wisconsin.  He has excel-
lent information on the technical aspects of mining fracking sand as well as sound information on the po-
litical aspects of the process.  Following, we will enjoy a tour of a Sand Fracking Mine/Quarry and proc-
essing plant near Plum City, WI.  This should be an excellent opportunity to learn a bit more about this 
process and it’s implications for Wisconsin’s environment and economy.  I want to explicitly thank Kent 
Syverson , Greg Bechel, and Jeff Bechel.   

I also want to remind our membership of this year’s Farm Technology Days, held in Outagamie County, 
July 17th-19th.  The host farm is Sugar Creek Farms, N6848 Cty Rd D, New London.  Members are of 
course encouraged to attend and help.   

Finally, I want to congratulate Caleb Riedeman and Haily Henderson for being awarded the 2012 
WSPSS scholarships.  Please remind friends and acquaintances of our scholarships.  WSPSS should be re-
ceiving more applications for these scholarships. 

 

Best regards and I am looking forward to seeing you all on the 29th of June.   

 

Chris Miller 

WSPSS President 
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WSPSS Summer Tour Agenda - June 29 

8:30 Meet at UW Eau Claire 

WSPSS Business Meeting 

Dr. Kent Syverson, Talk on Mining Fracking Sand in Western WI 

Travel to Plum City / Bag Lunch 

Bechel Plant and Quarry tour 

Adjourn  

9:30 

10:30  

12:30 

1:30  

4:00 
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The meeting will be held in Room 281 of Phillips Hall on the UW-Eau Claire campus. 

Parking will be a bit tricky.  The best way to go about this will be to have everyone park in the Water Street Lot.  We 
will have two parking spots in the visitor’s lot near Phillips Hall, which we will reserve for high capacity vehicles that can 
be used to shuttle people back and forth from the Water Street Lot. Please arrive by 8:30 so that we can get everyone 
over to Phillips Hall in a timely manner.  TIP: According to the school’s website, you must park front-end in to the stall.  You are not 
allowed to back into or pull through a parking stall. This is enforced 7 days a week.    

We will need to make sure all vehicles get a parking pass.   

Dr. Syverson has advised us that due to the construction on campus, any late arrivals would have a somewhat long and con-
fusing walk from the Water Street Lot to Phillips Hall. 

Following Dr. Syverson’s presentation, we will travel southwest from Eau Claire to Plum City for lunch (provided, if 
you RSVPed). 

From there, it is a short trip to the Bechel sand mine and processing plant. 

This year’s Farm Technology Days will be held in Outagamie County just north of New London and co-
hosted by Heideman Farm and Sugar Creek Farm. 

As usual, we are looking for volunteers to hang out at the soil pit and share their knowledge.  As noted by 
Tim Miland at last year’s fall meeting, it would be great to have more non-NRCS members at the soil pit 
to promote the diverse capacities of our  membership   If you are able to help please email 
wspss@yahoo.com  

 Alternatively, you might consider becoming the Chair of the Promotions committee.  This is currently 
our only vacant Chair position. Again an email to wspss@yahoo.com will get the ball rolling. 
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Traversing the Alleghenies 

It is December of 1991 and I have been invited to map the soils in the State of Virginia around the Covington area 
of Alleghany County. The landforms are the effect of uplifting, folding and geologic erosion. The area is in the 
Southern Appalachian Ridges and Valleys Major Land and Resources Area. The area is made up of anticlinal, syn-
clinal and mountain valleys landscapes.                     

The weather there was clear and the mountains were brown. I have found a place to rent through my many con-
tacts and would be mapping out the soils that would be found in the George Washington National Forest. Early 
Monday morning found me at the NRCS Soil Survey Project Office, also shared with the local Extension staff. 
Present was Doug Slabaugh, the Alleghany County soil survey project leader and the other staff member, Tom 
Adkins. I introduced myself to Doug and he then introduced me to all the others that shared the office space in 
the building. By mid morning, Doug was 
ready to get started on the field work intro-
duction. Tom was a new hirer so the three 
of us were off to the field. We were out of 
the truck and Doug was off like a mountain 
goat. Tom and I had to almost run through 
the woods to keep up with him. Doug is 6 
foot 2 with long legs and skinny as a rail. 
We were climbing 35 to 55 percent slopes  
Location of Alleghany County, Virginia 

                                                           en.wikipedia.org 

                                               Photo by John Campbell 

Bedrock geology of Alleghany County, VA   

                                                      http://mrdata.usgs.gov/sgmc/va.html 

The Brallier shale formation is the light green area to the west of Covington in the 
center of the map and running SW to NE  along the West Virginia state line. 
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to look at the soils on the bedrock in that area. We had silt loam with small 
pieces of shale in the profile. The Wiekert soils had tree cover of mainly pine. 
They were 20 inches or less to shale bedrock. 

The picture on the right shows the shale landscape and is covered with many 
pines. This was a good indicator that you were on shale type soils. The next 
bedrock found in the landscape sequence is a medium grained, yellow sand-
stone with reddish features which is commonly calcareous if not weathered. 
Oriskany was a deposit that during the Civil War the southern soldiers would 
mine. Heavier iron rich layers of it to were used as a source of iron ore to 
many the many things needed in the time of war. As you move around the 
countryside you will find areas where they left small tunnels into the hillsides 
or see areas where they may have piled stones to create a protection wall for 

battle. Many of the sandstone soils will be 
flaggy or channery though out the profile. 
Next we will come up on the Keefer tan 
to pinkish white sandstone formation. 
This is mainly one of the thickest formations in the area. The soils are 
DeKalb, Alticrest and Lily sandy loams on 35 to 80 percent slopes. Some of 
the major trees growing here would be the Chestnut Oak and Tulip Poplar. 
The next formation is the Rose Hill reddish brown, fine grained sandstone 
with some areas of red and brown shale. Lehew is a common soil mapped 
here which is a very channery sandy loam on 55 to 80 percent slopes. Again, 
the chestnut oaks are the dominate tree species growing. The last formation, 
which is the thinnest layer in the sequence, which is Clinch pinkish white to 
grayish quartzose sandstone. It is call the cap bedrock of much of the high 
mountain areas. The deposit is 50 feet or less thick. Your day of mapping was 
you went up the mountain in the morning and came down in the afternoon 
or you went down to the stream valley in the morning and return upslope 
later in the day. The winter mapping experience was a great way to see other 

parts of the country and see how soils are mapped in that region. The creation for new friends is a life long re-
ward and something that stays with you the rest of your life. A small part of the of my life by John Campbell. 

                              Photo by John Campbell 

                             Photo by John Campbell 

Soils map from the Alleghany County survey.  websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov             



PAGE 6 

2012 Scholarship Winners 
 

As Chris mentioned in his introduction, we had two scholarship winners this year:  Caleb Riedeman and 
Haily Henderson.  Each received a $500 check from you, the WSPSS membership. 

 

Here is a thank you note to the Society from Haily. 

 

“Thank you so much for awarding me one of the 2012 Wisconsin Society of 
Professional Soil Scientists scholarships; it is greatly appreciated. 
 
This money will help me pay for my senior year tuition at the University of 
Wisconsin- River Falls, while pursuing a degree in Crops and Soils Sciences 
(Soil Science option) along with minors in Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) and Hydrogeology. 
 
Once again, thank you very much!” 
 
   -Haily Henderson  
 
As always, your donations to the scholarship fund are greatly appreciated.  It’s important that we continue 
to support the studies of students like Haily and Caleb.  The scholarship committee could use your help 
promoting our scholarships and reviewing applications.  If you are interested, please email 
wspss@yahoo.org or contact Donna Ferren, committee chair. 

P.S.  Caleb and Haily were both members of the two UW-River Falls soil judging teams that placed first and second at the 
National Association of Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture Soil Judging Contest in Coffeyville, Kansas, in April.  Con-
gratulations to both of our scholarship recipients. 
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This is a reminder to pay your 2012 WSPSS dues. 
If you are not sure that you’ve paid please contact Karla at 

karla.petges@wi.usda.gov 
(Any contributions to the scholarship fund will also be accepted.) 

2012 rates remain $20 Member, $5 Associate, $2 Student 

Please pay dues to: 

Karla Petges- WSPSS Treasurer 

451 West North Street 

Juneau, WI 53039 

 

Thank You! 

 

 

 

Calling All Mentors! 
Shaunna has been contacted by someone in the Milwaukee area who is looking for 
a soil scientist mentor. 

If you might be interested in this opportunity to help this person develop their 
soils expertise and career, please get in touch with Shaunna: 

WSPSS@yahoo.com or  608-269-8136 x 122  

 
Your assistance is most certainly appreciated. 

 



 

       Karla Petges  

       451 West North Street  

       Juneau, WI    53039-1120 

 

       

 

2012 WSPSS Officers 

Chris Miller - President 

 
Karla Petges – Treasurer 

 
Dave Gundlach - Secretary 

 
Jeremy Ziegler - President-Elect (President 2013) 

 
Ken Denow - Past-President (President 2011) 

 

2011 Committee Chairpersons 

Education: Leroy Jansky ljansky@hotmail.com 

Historical: John Campbell jecampbell51@hotmail.com 

Awards: John Campbell jecampbell51@hotmail.com 

Nominations: Ken Denow kendenow@hotmail.com 

Promotions: Vacant (To volunteer email wspss@yahoo.com) 

Scholarship: Donna Ferren Guy donna.ferren@wi.usda.gov 

Website: Leroy Jansky ljansky@hotmail.com 

Insert Flicker and Facebook info 


