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Prez Sez 

This is the last Prez Sez for me in 2012, well ok, early 2013.  Schedules and snowstorms 

made it difficult to get this out in December.  I really appreciate being afforded the opportu-

nity to be WSPSS president for 2012.  I had a very good experience and enjoyed getting to 

know our membership a bit better.  I also thoroughly enjoyed our meetings and tours. Many 

thanks to the hospitable people who made our tours possible:  UW Eau Claire Professor Sy-

verson, the Bechel Brothers, the folks at the Oshkosh Correctional Institute, the Kerrigan 

Brothers, NRCS Engineer Caroline Clarin,  WIDNR Biologist Liz Herzmann, and the very 

hospitable folks at the Horicon Marsh State Facility.  As this year winds down we’ll look for-

ward to positive changes and excellent tours in 2013. Many ideas for future tours were dis-

cussed at our December meeting.  If any of the members has ideas or is willing to coordinate 

please come forward.  With good input we’re guaranteed to have an active year!   

Please take time this coming month to review/edit/add/subtract to our draft MOU.  This 

MOU may be very timely for WSPSS.  I don’t see any disadvantage for us to go forward with 

this idea.  After we polish up some drafts and agree on a final version, I will pursue getting it 

signed by the NRCS.  

Remember to submit articles for our newsletter, and articles/announcements for our web-

site.   

I also encourage you as you’re writing checks for your 2013 WSPSS membership to please 

remember that our scholarship fund is low.   

Take Care and have a wonderful year. 

Many Thanks, 

Chris Miller  

http://www.wspss.org
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The meeting was called to order by Chris Miller at 12:43pm in the warehouse/meeting hall of the Kerrigan Brothers 
Winery.  Chris gave an explanation of how we ended up inside a prison (Oshkosh Correctional Institution) that morn-
ing looking at racks filled with worm boxes.  He also explained that while doing rapid carbon sampling field visits ear-
lier in the year, they had driven past the Kerrigan Brothers Winery and thought it would be a good place to meet.  
There were 18 members in attendance. 
 
First order of business was to approve the minutes from the spring meeting.  Milo Harpsted made a motion to ap-
prove the minutes as posted on the WSPSS website.  John Campbell seconded and the motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Karla Petges reported $7,273.05 in the general fund and $263.96 in the scholarship fund.  She 
had sent out letters to all members who do not receive emails reminding them that they have not paid their 2012 dues 
yet.  Carl Wacker mentioned that he sees the reminders to pay dues, but he often can’t remember whether or not 
he’s already sent his money.  Karla explained that with the mailing and email sent out to the remaining stragglers, she 
specified that those individuals were indeed delinquent on their payment. 
 
Awards:  Chris Miller made a presentation of the past-president to Ken Denow.  John Campbell showed the group the 
Region 3 Collegiate Soil Judging contest awards.  The awards will be delivered to professor Chris Baxter at UW-
Platteville which is hosting the competition on October 10-13, 2012. 
 
The national contest will also be hosted by UW-Platteville in April 2013.  A question was raised as to whether WSPSS 
would approve the donation of funds to assist with the cost of the event.  A motion regarding this matter will need to 
be made at the winter meeting. 
 
Historical:  Will be covered at the winter meeting. 
 
Promotional:  Donna Ferren and Shaunna Repking have taken over this committee.  Neither is present. 
 
Phil Meyer gave a recap of the happenings at the 2012 Farm Technology Days.  Everything went well with no issues, 
but the weather was weird, which may have contributed to smaller crowds compared to previous years.  The location 
of the pit was well situated in the middle of the conservation tent.  Pictures are available for anyone interested. 
 
Tim Miland added that the 2013 Farm Tech Days will be in Barron County.  He asked for any ideas for new displays.  
There was talk of doing a parent material display or a hands on soil texturing set up.  Both ideas were favorable to the 
membership present.  Tim also gave a special thank you to John Campbell for preparing everything for the 2012 
event.   John then explained that it would be nice to have a display of mini-monoliths from around the state with a 
map showing the origin of each.   Milo mentioned that the university extension used have them at each experimental 
station around the state.  It was decided that we should put this together for the 2013 Farm Technology Days. 

WSPSS Worms and Wine Tour 

Oshkosh & Freedom, WI 

Business Meeting Minutes 

September 26, 2012 

Aerial view of OCI.   www.wi-doc.com 
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On a side note relating to soil monoliths, John reported that the Aldo Leopold Center contacted WSPSS looking for a 
monolith of the Brems series (formerly called Aldo). 
 
Nominations:  Ken Denow made a motion for nominations for President and Treasurer.  Milo nominated Samantha 
Lawien for President.  Tim Miland seconded and thirded.  Sam said she would consider accepting the nomination, but 
was not prepared to do so immediately.  No other nominations were made from the members present.  Ken said that 
we will need to put a notice on the website. 
 
New Business:  Chris began with a discussion of the WSPSS memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  Chris is gathering examples of MOUs and will have a draft to present at the 
winter meeting.  A question was raised as to the purpose of the MOU.  Chris explained that with an MOU, services 
provided by WSPSS could be paid for by NRCS plus there could be benefits for use of office supplies, printing, and 
payments for trainings provided by WSPSS. 
 
Ken brought up the fact that there is a large need for soils training within the Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR).  He wondered if WSPSS might get a similar MOU with the DNR.  He also suggested that we might make 
soils training a part of the meetings to encourage attendance of people needing training credits.  He explained that on-
site waste water treatment and soil tester certification renewal require soils training. 
 
The Midwest Forest Soils Conference is held annually on the week of Columbus Day.  Next year it is being held in 
Illinois in Jo Davies County.  The focus will be on MLRA 105 and there will be soil pit sites in Grant and/or Lafayette 
Counties.  Volunteers are needed to find and describe pit sites.  Carl wondered if there might be any chance for a joint 
meeting between WSPSS and the Illinois Soil Classifiers Association.   The members present thought it would be 
worth looking into. 
 
With no other new business forthcoming, John Campbell made a motion to adjourn.  Tim Miland seconded and the 
motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:09pm and the membership partook in a tour of the winery. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
David Gundlach -  WSPSS Secretary 

Survivor’s of OCI’s inmates for a day program. 



The meeting was called to order by Chris Miller at 9:35am.  He welcomed everyone to the new DNR Center at the Hori-

con Marsh and went through the day’s agenda.   Twenty-four people were in attendance. 

The minutes from the last meeting were sent to members and posted on our website.   John Campbell motioned to ap-

prove the minutes, seconded by Dave Roberts.  Motion carried. 

Karla Petges read the treasurers report.  We have $6857.20 in our general checking and $374.84 in our scholarship fund.   

John Campbell was next with his report for the awards committee.  John said Chris Baxter thanked us for the plaques for 

the soil judging.  Eleven plaques were provided for the contest.  UW-Platteville took 5 out of the 11 plaques. 

Kevin Traastad gave Donna’s scholarship report.  She asked for two scholarships in the amount of $500.00 each for 2013.  

The applications are on our website.  Kevin also gave the promotions report for Donna.  She said no t-shirts have been or-

dered yet.  If you want something specific (style, color, size) please let her know.  Donna also checked into the possibility 

of taking a bus to the “Dig It” display at the Bell Museum in Minnesota.  The bus could stop in BRFalls and Eau Claire and 

would range from $1000.00 to $1500.00.  Kevin suggested she send out a doodle poll to see when people would be able to 

attend this one day trip.  A quick poll was taken of the members in attendance.  Seventeen said they would like to see the 

“Dig It” display.  Cost for the “Dig It” display is $6.00 for adults and Children 3-17 and seniors $4.00.  The exhibit is only 

there through July 28, 2013.  Chris then asked the member in attendance if they want anything posted on the web to please 

let him know and we would get it on our web page.   

Old Business 

Possible tours for next year were brought up.  One was a tour north of highway 64 tour.  Another was the Necedah Wild-

life Refuge.  The Midwest Forest Soils Workshop which will be held in NW Illinois was also mentioned. 

Chris then had the members review a draft MOU with NRCS that was discussed at the previous meeting.  It was modeled 

after one from the Washington Classifiers and the Illinois Classifiers organizations.  This MOU would help WSPSS with 

possible training opportunities, use of equipment, office materials and so on.   
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Horicon International Education Center 

Talks and Tour 
WSPSS Business Meeting Minutes 

December 13, 2012  

The  Horicon International Education Center overlooking Horicon Marsh Wildlife Area.                                           www.dnr.wi.gov 
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New Business 

Chris informed any members that are certified with SSSA that this year they will require 1 CEU for Ethics.  Chris men-

tioned there are some classes on line through SSSA that are available as well as many well written books on the topic. 

John Campbell said Chris Baxter would like WSPSS to donate cash for the soil judging competitions instead of plaques.  

Steve Frings made a motion to donate $300.00.  Kevin Traastad seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ken Denow asked for nominations for Pres-elect and Treasurer.  Steve Frings was nominated for Pres-elect and Karla Pet-

ges was nominated for Treasurer. 

 

Chris Miller thanked everyone who attended the tours this past year and passed the gavel to Jeremy Ziegler.  Jeremy said if 

anyone has suggestions or comments please give him a call or email him.   

 

Kevin Traastad motioned to end the meeting at 10:05am.  Howard Gundlach seconded.  Motion carried. 

Guest Speakers for today’s meeting are:  Caroline Clarin, from NRCS, talking about her time working in Afghanistan and 

Liz Herzmann, Naturalist with the WDNR at the Horicon Marsh.   

After the speakers Steve Frings motioned to reopen the business meeting at 2:56pm.  Kevin Traastad seconded.  Motion 

carried.  

The trip to Minnesota was then discussed.  Ken Lubich made a motion that WSPSS fund half of the trip but not to exceed 

$500.00.  Kevin Traastad seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

At 3:11 Ken Lubich made a motion to adjourn the business meeting, again.  Kevin Traastad seconded.  Motion carried.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Karla D. Petges 

WSPSS Treasurer 

 

Additional Notes:  After Ken Denow presented WDNR Wastewater Specialist, Steve Warrner’s report on soil suitability 

for wastewater spreading the WSPSS members decided to form a subcommittee to further discuss the details of WDNR’s 

statewide ranking of soil map suitability and who will be able to perform on site investigations for sites that have some type 

of potential restriction.  Those who volunteered to be on the subcommittee are: 

Ken Denow-Chairman 

Steve Frings, Kevin Traastad, Ross Fugill, Karla Petges, Chris Miller, Natalie Irizarry, Mike Havlik,  Samantha Lawien and 

Jeremy Ziegler.  If other members would like to be included please let Ken Denow or new President Jeremy Ziegler 

know. 
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56th Annual Region III Collegiate Soil Judging Contest 

The 2012 Region III Collegiate Soil Judging Contest was hosted by UW-Platteville October 10-14, 2012 at  locations 

around the city of Platteville.  Eight schools competed at the event, which served as a qualifying event and prelude to the 

2013 National Collegiate Soils Contest that will also be hosted by the UW-P.   

Schools in attendance were the University of Illinois, Northern Illinois,  Purdue University, UW-Madison, UW-Platteville, 

UW-River Falls, UW-Stevens Point, and UW-Whitewater. 

Practice and competition sites for the Regional Contest were located on land owned by The Prairie Enthusiasts, Gabe Loef-

felholz, and the Bauer-Kearns Winery.  There were also sites located on the UW-Platteville Pioneer Farm. 

The practice and competition consisted of soil pit and landscape descriptions at many sites including several sites that ex-

hibited the Rountree formation, which got it’s namesake from the Platteville area. 

Overall team scoring is based on a combination of the top three of four scores at individual sites plus scores from two 

group sites.  

The top four combined team scores qualified those schools to participate in the 2013 National Contest.  UW-Platteville 

carried the day with the top three individual scores, the highest group judging score, and highest team total.  However, 

because UW-P is hosting the spring National Soils Contest, they will not be eligible to compete. 

The top four runner-ups were Purdue, Northern Illinois, Illinois, and UW-Madison who will join teams from the other six 

regions in trying to unseat the defending national champions, Virginia Tech. 

WSPSS has committed funding to help support the National Contest this spring. 

Students working on one of four 

individual descriptions at the Loeffel-

holz farm on Friday, October  12, 

2012.  Photo by David Gundlach 
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Don’t forget to renew your WSPSS membership for 2013. 

__ Regular Membership    $20  __ Scholarship Fund $____ 

__ Associate Membership $5 

__ Student Membership    $2  Amount Enclosed     $____ 

 Member’s Name: _______________________________ 

     Please pay dues and send ballots to: 

Karla Petges- WSPSS Treasurer 

451 West North Street 

Juneau, WI 53039 

Thank You! 

WSPSS 2013 Election Ballot 

Vote for President-Elect (President 2014) 

___  Steve Frings: I started as a USDA Soil Scientist in 1971 stationed in the old area office in Wausau; I 

eventually worked on Soil Surveys of Outagamie, Kewaunee and Waupaca Counties. We decided that 4 moves 
in 9 years was enough. I quit and started 2 businesses. One business installs fire protection and detection equip-
ment in dairy barns and other ag buildings. The second is my soil consulting business. In the consulting field I 
have done soil mapping and vegetative cover typing for the US Forest Service, soil testing for underground fuel 
tanks, soil testing for septic systems and subdivision layouts and a limited amount of wetland work. I still run 
both businesses with the bulk of the work being soil testing for septic systems. In 2011 I worked on a contract 
basis with the WI DNR and the US EPA on the National Wetland Condition Assessment. I have been a member 
of WSPSS for approximately 40 years. I am married with two grown children. 

 

___  Write-in Candidate: _____________________________________________________ 

Vote for Treasurer 

___  Karla Petges: After graduating from UW-Stevens Point, I began my soil mapping career with SCS in central Illi-

nois. I mapped on three county surveys in Illinois then switched over to be a soil conservationist for a couple years until the 

MLRA offices were up and running. I worked in the Rockfalls MLRA for a year then moved to the Aurora MLRA where I 

stayed for almost ten years. In 2004, I moved to Wisconsin and started working in the Juneau MLRA office. I was vice 

president and president of the Illinois Soil Classifiers Association and have been an active member of the Wisconsin Society 

of Professional Soil Scientist. I have served the past 4 years as WSPSS Treasurer and look forward to continuing my duties. 

 

___  Write-in Candidate: _____________________________________________________ 

javascript:void(0)


 

       Karla Petges  

       451 West North Street  

       Juneau, WI    53039-1120 

 

       

 

2013 WSPSS Officers 

Jeremy Ziegler - President 

 
TBD – Treasurer 

 
Dave Gundlach - Secretary 

 
TBD - President-Elect (President 2014) 

 
Chris Miller - Past-President (President 2011) 

 

2013 Committee Chairpersons 

Education: Leroy Jansky ljansky@hotmail.com 

Historical: John Campbell jecampbell51@hotmail.com 

Awards: John Campbell jecampbell51@hotmail.com 

Nominations: Ken Denow kendenow@hotmail.com 

Promotions: Vacant (To volunteer email wspss@yahoo.com) 

Scholarship: Donna Ferren Guy donna.ferren@wi.usda.gov 

Website: Leroy Jansky ljansky@hotmail.com 

Insert Flicker and Facebook info 
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