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President’s Report 

Greetings members and friends of WSPSS!   

As your current WSPSS president I have the duty (and opportunity) to write timely and informative 

newsletters.   Wish me luck!   However, I do have several things I want to report to members AND po-

tential members of WSPSS.  First off, I believe WSPSS is facing a crossroads, we as an organization can 

go one of two ways: 1) stay small and quiet or 2) try to grow membership and speak out on issues of 

importance to the soil scientist profession.  I advocate for trying to grow.  Speaking out on issues is 

surely another matter. But, if we become a stronger voice for more soil scientist jobs, more research in 

soil science, and soil science-based decision-making in land use and development, certainly that’s a 

good thing we can agree on.  Obviously, more environmental regulations are not feasible right now, but 

should WSPSS advocate strongly for proper enforcement of those currently on the books or, once 

again, take a wait and see approach?   These are some discussion points for our next meeting.  

Other Issues to Address at the Next Meeting 

1.  A salient point made to me over and over again by various members is that professional soil scientists 

should be employed to do site work that requires a soil description, classifying a soil or interpreting soil 

properties.  That would be ideal for our profession, wouldn’t it?   

2. WSPSS needs to grow to have any real impact.  When all professional soil scientists don’t happily join 

a group named after them there’s a problem.  Let’s explore and try to remove impediments to mem-

bership.   

3.  The quickest way I can think of to increase WSPSS membership is by organizing training sessions for 

those who are required to get continuing education in soils, and for now wetland soils.     

 

 More and better ideas are welcome!  Details about the spring meeting are enclosed. 

 

Mark Krupinski 

President 2017-2018 

http://www.wspss.org
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Fall 2016 Business Meeting Minutes  11/15/16 

Members in attendance: John Campbell, Roger Dahl, Donna Ferren Guy, Steve Frings, Ross Fugill, David 

Gundlach, Milo (and Ruth) Harpstead, Mike Havlik, Matt Heyroth, Dave Hvizdak, Natalie Irizarry, Greg 

Knight, Mark Krupinski, Phil Meyer, and Karla Petges. 

After a morning presentation by Lane Loveland, Marathon County Planning & Zoning, and a tour of the 

Rose Red quarry of Anderson Brothers & Johnson, the meeting was called to order at 1:45pm by Matt 

Heyroth  Lane Loveland started the meeting by thanking WSPSS for inviting him to speak and left the 

group with a departing joke. 

Matt called for a review of the minutes from the spring meeting. John motioned to approve the minutes as 

published in the newsletter. Steve seconded. Approved unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report – Karla  

Scholarship fund has $1124.16 and General fund has $5,088.98  A $250 check paid to UWEX for Loess-

fest social hour sponsorship. All 2016 scholarship checks have been cashed. Money paid for orders of t-

shirts, hats, and magnets.  About $230 in merchandise sold at Loessfest. Taxes will be done in January.  

Everyone now has the option of paying dues ahead for up to 3 years and Karla will track. 

Nominations  

 Matt solicited nominations for president. Phil nominated Donna, but she declined.  Phil nominated Na-

talie, she declined. Donna nominated Phil, seconded by Steve, but Phil declined.  Karla nominated Mark, 

seconded by Steve, Mark accepted.  Motion by John to close nominations for president, seconded by Dave 

G. – unanimously closed.  Matt solicited nominations for vice-president.  Karla nominated Phil, seconded 

by Natalie, Phil accepted. Motion by Steve to close nominations for VP, seconded by Mike/Karla – unani-

mously closed.  Dave volunteered to continue as secretary for another term.  Motion by John to close 

nominations for secretary, seconded by all – unanimously closed. 

Scholarship – Donna 

Scholarship application forms are always posted on the website. Donna notifies the university professors 

every year. We are averaging about 8 applications per year.  John received a thank you for the Campbell 

Family scholarship from Kara Kempke from Pulaski. The other two recipients also sent thank yous to the 

Society. Milo asked about transferring funds from general to scholarship.  Karla did not think it was neces-

sary b/c funds are replenished as donations come in with dues payments. 

Promotions – Donna 

Thanked Karla for procuring the magnets with the WSPSS logo on them.  Still getting hats from the lady 

in Balsam Lake.  Newly ordered single color t-shirts are available for $10.  She noted that the items sold at 

Loessfest will travel all over the world with the attendees.  Antigo silt loam shirts out sold the Kalkaska 

sand shirts from Michigan at Loessfest. Working on a hat with the Antigo silt loam logo on the front and 
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WSPSS on the back.  If you know of any events where shirts or hats might sell please contact Donna. 

Awards – John 

Karla took the past-president award plaque from John at the 2016 spring meeting and presented it to 

Kathy (Eggers) Turner who was unable to attend.  They got a photo of the presentation. 

Farm Tech Days – Karla/Dave 

2016 event saw a lower turn out than years past, in attendees and WSPSS members in the soils pit.  Phil 

will be heading up the soils pit for the 2017 event in Kewaunee County. 

Loessfest – Phil 

He thanked the Society for paying his way to attend the proceedings.  Three members attended besides 

himself: Tim Miland, Donna Ferren Guy, and Jane Anklam.  Phil explained the events of the 4-day sympo-

sium and touched on the highlights. Major participants were from China and Eastern European countries. 

Next year’s Loessfest will be held in Iran. 

Old/New Business 

Steve asked about follow up with WOWRA regarding the CST discussion from fall 2015 meeting. Dave G. 

had contacted Jim Barnes and no action has been taken.  Ross said he had not done anything either, but 

the item should be tabled for consideration and future action. 

Steve brought about ideas for future tours and mentioned some of the work NRCS is doing with outwash 

research.  Karla thought they had come up with a list after the spring meeting and Steve thought that 

Mike England had some ideas as well.  Steve thought that a panel discussion and some training on the 

NRCS Field Book for Describing and Sampling Soils, especially the horizon designation suffixes would be 

beneficial. 

Mike H. wondered if any action had occurred regarding land application site approval because he had spo-

ken with a pumper who is taking waste to city municipal disposal because of the hassle of land spreading. 

Steve reported that the DNR is making it more difficult to get sites approved and DNR employees are 

afraid to change decisions/determinations or go against what the soil survey says even when on-site data 

show otherwise. All waste haulers are having trouble getting sites approved. 

Matt thanked the group for attending and asked for a motion to adjourn.  Made by Steve, seconded by 

Matt and the meeting was adjourned at 2:35pm. 
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Let’s meet on Friday May 12 at the Leopold Center near Baraboo.   I know this is short notice, but in spite of that I’m try-
ing to make this meeting an important one by obtaining DNR-Assured Wetland Delineator CEUs.   Anyway I finally got .2 
CEUs approved for this meeting.  Yay!   So all you wetland delineators can sign up for soils training now, but there’s a 
catch.  This training is for WSPSS members who are up-to-date in dues, but don’t let that discourage anyone!!! We’ll ac-
cept membership applications and dues money at the training site.   Please RSVP to: northwoods.soils@gmail.com  we 
only have space for 30 at this meeting.  Also and this is unusual for us, we also ask those folks who are coming in just for 
the CEUs to join WSPSS and pay dues ($20/year) for both 2017 and 2018. Why pay in advance?  Well we can’t charge 
for the training but we can collect membership dues.  We need to defray the costs of the training and establish a clientele 
list for future training opportunities.  This is a not one-off training event!  Check out the meeting site at: 

https://www.aldoleopold.org/visit/hours-and-location/  

            — Mark 

Leopold Center—E13701 Levee Road  Baraboo, WI 53913 

Meeting Agenda 

Registration and coffee 10 am to 10:30 

WSPSS business meeting 10:30 to 11:30 

Catered Lunch 11:30 to 12:30 

Educational Session 

Prof. Jim  Bockheim, co-author of The Soils of Wisconsin 12:30 to 1:00 pm 

Brian Vigue, WI Wetlands Assoc. policy liaison; speaking on wetland politics 1:00 to 1:30 pm 

Adolfo Diaz, NRCS GIS specialist; presenting the latest in digital soil mapping technology 1:30 to 2:30 pm 

2017 Spring Meeting 

mailto:northwoods.soils@gmail.com?subject=WSPSS%20Spring%20Meeting%20RSVP
https://www.aldoleopold.org/visit/hours-and-location/
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Brainstorming with fellow soil scientist Tim Miland at the WI Wetlands Association science conference, he 

and I came up with a short list of soil-related topics that are fertile ground for future WSPSS-sponsored 

training specifically geared to wetlands.  At this point in time, all we need are the instructors and the stu-

dents!  So we’re almost there! 

Piezometer and water level data logger installation and soil hydro-period data analysis. 

Problem soils—red clays, dense till and perched water tables  

Habitat Type to Soil Map Unit Component correlations 

Field-worthy chemical tests for reducing conditions in soils. 

Organic vs. mineral soil materials and their intergrades. 

Soil Map Unit types and their major and minor component percentages 

Soil hydro-period inferences based on soil morphological characteristics 

Plant indicators of soil hydro-period. 

Soil indicators for potential natural vegetation (PNV) of wetlands. 

State and transition models of plant community changes on wetland soils. 

This is not an exhaustive list and these topics are certainly inter-related.  But for now I just want to spur 

further thought on soils topics and training needs.  And by all means, please come to the meeting to dis-

cuss those ideas.   

            — Mark 

2017 WSPSS Promotions 

Potential WSPSS-Sponsored Soils Training Topics 

This year’s Farm Techonology Days will be in Algoma 
July 11-13.  As always WSPSS members are welcome to 
sign up to volunteer in the soil pit and help educate fes-
tival attendees on all things related to soils.  If you are 
interested, please contact Phil Meyer or Dave 
Gundlach. 

 



 

       Karla Petges  

       451 West North Street  

       Juneau, WI    53039-1120 

 

       

 
2017 WSPSS Officers 

 Mark Krupinski - President 2017-2018 

 

Phil Meyer - Vice President  

 

Matt Heyroth- Past-President (President 2016) 

 
Karla Petges – Treasurer  

 
Dave Gundlach - Secretary 

2017 Committee Chairpersons 

Education: Leroy Jansky ljansky@hotmail.com 

Historical: John Campbell jecampbell51@hotmail.com 

Awards: John Campbell jecampbell51@hotmail.com 

Nominations: Ken Denow kendenow@hotmail.com 

Promotions: Vacant (To volunteer email wspss@yahoo.com) 

Scholarship: Donna Ferren Guy donna.ferren@wi.usda.gov 

Website: Chris Miller chris.miller2@wi.usda.gov 

Please be sure to RSVP to Mark 

for the spring meeting by  

Friday, May 5th.   

 

Hope to see you there! 

          Spring Meeting RSVP 

https://wspss.wordpress.com/
mailto:heyroth_mr@co.brown.wi.us
mailto:Karla.petges@wi.usda.gov
mailto:david.gundlach@wi.usda.gov

