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First, I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for electing me WSPSS president for 

2013.  As this winter weather seems to never end I hope everyone made it through winter in 

good health and sprits.  We are destined for a very late spring season this year with much 

colder temperatures and lately heavy amounts of rain.  While much rain is needed, it would 

be nice if the rain events were spaced out in more of a timely manner. 

The spring/summer meeting is set for May 10th (that’s if there is no snow storm forecasted) 

meeting at the Cave of the mounds in Blue Mounds at 9 a.m. for our business meeting.  After 

the meeting we will have a guided tour of the cave followed by lunch at the visitor center or 

outside depending on the weather.  Following lunch, we will be going to Mount Horeb for a 

tour of the WGNHS Research Collections and Education Center.  Patrick McLaughlin is the 

bedrock geologist at the WGNHS and will provide some background about what they do as 

an organization, an overview of the facility and collections.  We also have walk through of the 

sample prep areas and collection storage areas. 

In our daily soil science lives we need think about soil health when we are making wise land 

use decisions and planning.   Please see article on soil health in the newsletter (p. 6).  I look 

forward to seeing everyone at the meeting. 

Jeremy Ziegler 

WSPSS President 

http://www.wspss.org


PAGE 2 

2013 WSPSS Spring Meeting and Tours May 10th 

Cave of the Mounds and Mt. Horeb 

8:30 a.m.— Meet at Cave of the Mounds for coffee, donuts, etc. 

9:00 a.m.— Convene business meeting 

10:00 a.m.— Guided tour of the Cave 

12:00 p.m — Lunch (provided) 

12:45 p.m.— Travel to WGNHS Center 

1:00 p.m.— Tour of Center with Patrick McLaughlin 

3:00 p.m.— Adjourn 

How to get to the Cave. 

The business meeting 

will be held at the visi-

tor’s center. 
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Directions from the Cave to WGNHS Research Collections and Education Center 
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53rd National Collegiate Soils Contest 

By: Kevin Traastad 

The 53rd National Collegiate Soils Contest was held in Platteville, WI on April 25 & 26, 2013.  This was 

the first contest in 40 years that UW-Platteville did not participate in as contestants.    The reason they 

didn’t participate as contestants was based on contest rules. 

Collegiate soil judging is sponsored by the Students of Agronomy, Soils, and Environmental Sciences 

(SASES), which is an undergraduate student organization of the American Society of Agronomy (ASA), 

Crop Science Society of America (CSSA), and Soil Science Society of America (SSSA).  The competing 

schools qualified for this National Contest by placing high enough in one of the 7 Regional Contests.  

Each Region qualified 1 to 6 schools depending on how many schools participate in the Regional Con-

tests.  The region, which included WI, had 3 schools qualify.  They were: UW-Madison, Purdue and 

Northern Illinois University.  The Regional Contests were held in the fall of 2012. 

The National Contest had 5 components to it.  They were: practice, banquet, Individual Contest, Group 

Contest and Coon Creek Watershed Tour. 

There were about 200 students from 23 schools that participated in the contest activities.  All students 

were eligible to look at and describe the 23 practice pits from Sunday, April 21 – Wednesday, April 24.  

Four students from each school were allowed to participate in the Individual Contest.  Each school could 

decide how many students participated in the Group Contest.  The range was as few as 2 students to as 

high as 10 students.   

A large portion of the students participated in the tour of the historic Coon Creek Watershed.  The tour 

gave students the opportunity to learn about soil conservation practices that were applied to this water-

shed in the 1930’s. The tour was sponsored by USDA-NRCS.   

The highest placing individual was Nick Koslowski from the University of Rhode Island.  The top 3 teams 

for the group contest were: University of Maryland 1st, Purdue 2nd and Virginia Tech 3rd.  The top 3 teams 

overall were: Univer-

sity of Maryland 1st, 

Iowa State 2nd and Pur-

due 3rd.   UW-Madison 

placed 8th overall. 

 

Winners!  Students from the 

University of Maryland show 

off their hardware.  They won 

both the group and overall 

portions of the contest. 

Photo by Kevin Traastad. 
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Action shots from the com-

petition. 

 

All photos courtesy of  

Kevin Traastad. 



PAGE 6 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/soils/health/?cid=stelprdb1048858
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Don’t forget to renew your WSPSS membership for 2013. 

__ Regular Membership    $20  __ Scholarship Fund $____ 

__ Associate Membership $5 

__ Student Membership    $2  Amount Enclosed     $____ 

 Member’s Name: _______________________________ 

     Please pay dues and send ballots to: 

Karla Petges- WSPSS Treasurer 

451 West North Street 

Juneau, WI 53039 

Thank You! 

WSPSS 2013 Election Results 

President-Elect (President 2014) 

Steve Frings: I started as a USDA Soil Scientist in 1971 stationed in the old area office in Wausau; I eventu-

ally worked on Soil Surveys of Outagamie, Kewaunee and Waupaca Counties. We decided that 4 moves in 9 
years was enough. I quit and started 2 businesses. One business installs fire protection and detection equipment 
in dairy barns and other ag buildings. The second is my soil consulting business. In the consulting field I have 
done soil mapping and vegetative cover typing for the US Forest Service, soil testing for underground fuel 
tanks, soil testing for septic systems and subdivision layouts and a limited amount of wetland work. I still run 
both businesses with the bulk of the work being soil testing for septic systems. In 2011 I worked on a contract 
basis with the WI DNR and the US EPA on the National Wetland Condition Assessment. I have been a member 
of WSPSS for approximately 40 years. I am married with two grown children. 

 

Treasurer (2013-2014) 

Karla Petges: After graduating from UW-Stevens Point, I began my soil mapping career with SCS in central Illinois. I 

mapped on three county surveys in Illinois then switched over to be a soil conservationist for a couple years until the MLRA 

offices were up and running. I worked in the Rockfalls MLRA for a year then moved to the Aurora MLRA where I stayed 

for almost ten years. In 2004, I moved to Wisconsin and started working in the Juneau MLRA office. I was vice president 

and president of the Illinois Soil Classifiers Association and have been an active member of the Wisconsin Society of Profes-

sional Soil Scientist. I have served the past 4 years as WSPSS Treasurer and look forward to continuing my duties. 

 

Congratulations to our new (and continuing) officers! 

javascript:void(0)


 

       Karla Petges  

       451 West North Street  

       Juneau, WI    53039-1120 

 

       

 

2013 WSPSS Officers 

Jeremy Ziegler - President 2013 

 
Karla Petges – Treasurer 

 
Dave Gundlach - Secretary 

 
Steve Frings - President-Elect (President 2014) 

 
Chris Miller - Past-President (President 2012) 

 

2013 Committee Chairpersons 

Education: Leroy Jansky ljansky@hotmail.com 

Historical: John Campbell jecampbell51@hotmail.com 

Awards: John Campbell jecampbell51@hotmail.com 

Nominations: Ken Denow kendenow@hotmail.com 

Promotions: Vacant (To volunteer email wspss@yahoo.com) 

Scholarship: Donna Ferren Guy donna.ferren@wi.usda.gov 

Website: Leroy Jansky ljansky@hotmail.com 

Insert Flicker and Facebook info 
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