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Prez Sez 

I am excited about the educational program that we have scheduled for the spring meeting.  Our morning 
program will be a presentation on some soil ecological research being done by Jacob Prater, UWSP pro-
fessor, and one of his graduate students.  I am hoping that they will be able to spend the afternoon with us 
as well, and add to the field discussion.  I will try to shorten the business meeting to allow more time for 
Mr. Praters discussion. 

Our afternoon presenter is Mark Krupinski NRCS-Ecological Site Specialist.  Mark will do a presentation 
and field tour on the NRCS’ ecological site description and inventory program.  Ecological site descrip-
tions (ESDs) are a relatively new product from the NRCS.  The NRCS has traditionally been concerned 
with soil and water conservation, with this new program they are adding native vegetation conservation 
and management concerns to the portfolio.  About 50 new Ecological Site Specialists have been created 
nationwide to accomplish the task of eventually creating ESDs that relate to all major soil map units.  An 
important feature within an ESD is the state and transition model which describes the various plant com-
munities, their habitat characteristics and the processes of change within them.  The field tour will show 
examples of various forest plant communities and how they got to be the way they are.  Mark has over 30 
years of experience in classifying and interpreting forest soils and is eager to explain his ESD project to 
WSPSS. 

In addition, Mark will lead us in a review and discussion of soil lamellae in some outwash profiles.  Re-
cently, WSPSS member Samantha Dinger did her master’s research on lamellae in some of the outwash 
soils.  These soil profiles are close to the area that Mark has been doing his research.  Samantha is on a soil 
survey detail out of state and won’t be able to be with us to share her work.  Mark has graciously volun-
teered to lead this review as well.  I for one am looking forward to this discussion as well since I encoun-
ter soil lamellae in the outwash soils in the Central Sands area.  I have thought about how the lamellae 
may have an effect on water movement, possible perching of water, and how they may affect septic efflu-
ent purification.  I am hoping to have a good discussion. 

 

Steve Frings 

WSPSS President 

http://www.wspss.org
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2014 WSPSS Summer Meeting and Tour June 27th 

Treehaven—W2540 Pickerel Creek Rd—Tomahawk, WI 54487 

Agenda for the Meeting and Educational Presentations 

9:00 - 9:30 a.m.— Meet in Room 200B for coffee, donuts, etc. 

9:30 - 11:00 a.m.— WSPSS Business meeting 

11:00 a.m. - 12 p.m.— Presentation by UWSP Prof. Jacob Prater  

12:00 - 1:00 p.m. — Lunch provided in Winterberry dining room (Note: The 

Treehaven gift shop will be open.) 

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.— Field Tour of Ecological Site Descriptions (ESDs) and  

Soil Lamellae site visits 

3:00 p.m.— Adjourn 

Maps provided courtesy of UWSP. 
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Where’s Treehaven? 

Treehaven is located 

between Tomahawk 

and Rhinelander at 

W2540 Pickerel 

Creek Road. 

Take I-39/Hwy 51 or 

Hwy 17 to Cty Hwy 

A and turn south on 

Pickerel Creek Road.  

Treehaven is at the 

end of the road. 

 

Hope to see you 

there! 
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For the 2014 scholarship program, the scholarship information was post-

ed on the WSPSS website and Facebook page.   Thank you goes to 

Shaunna Repking for that.  The Soils professors from UW: Stevens 

Point, Platteville, River Falls and Madison were all emailed a link to the 

applications with a reminder before the deadline. 

This year, the committee  received both hard copy and electronic appli-

cations with the final count of six applicants. 

There were two applications from Stevens Point students and four from 

Platteville students.     The applicant’s majors include Soil and Land 

Management and Water Resources from Stevens Point along with Soil 

and Crop Science (Agronomy) majors form Platteville. 

The committee strives to select scholarship recipients who, based on the 

content of their essay, are likely to work with their knowledge of the 

Soil in their future collegiate endeavors and beyond.  We also try to pick 

students from different schools, if possible, to encourage recognition of WSPSS across 

the state.  I wish to thank the WSPSS members who I picked on to review and rank the appli-

cations. 

Respectfully submitted  by Scholarship Chair Donna Ferren Guy 

 

2014 Winners of the Wisconsin Society of Professional Soil Scientist 

Brittany Iverson:  Sophomore at the University of Wisconsin – Platteville, Major in Crop and Soil Science, with Entre-

preneurship Minor.  Goal is to start her own crop and soil consultation business. 

Bree Bender: First Semester Senior at the University of Wisconsin Stevens Point, Major in Water Resources with Minor 

in Soil science and Wetland Science.  She plans to go to graduate School and study the biochemistry of water and soils.  

Career goal is to stay in the Midwest and work in the area of wetland restoration and soil and water conservation. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our  Winners! 

 

 

2014 Scholarship Summary Report 
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Farm Technology Days 2014 

FYI:  Below are portions of the Wisconsin Administrative Code that define the prerequisites needed to evaluate 

sites for land application:  NR 113 Servicing Septic or Holding Tanks etc; NR 204 Domestic Sewage Sludge Man-

agement; NR 214 Land Treatment of Industrial Liquid Wastes etc.  NR214 appears to have the most restrictive 

qualification. Somebody is completing the evaluations.  If not WSPSS members, then who? 

Wis Admin Code Ch NR 113— NR 113.08 Site evaluation. (1) GENERAL. Site evaluation, 

when required by s. NR 113.07 (3) (b) 11., shall be conducted by a soil scientist. Note: Soil scientist includes, 

but is not limited to, the possession of a certified soil tester classification (CSTM or CSTS) from the department of safety and profes-

sional services, a bachelor of science degree in soil science from a 4 year accredited college, or a certified professional soil scientist in 

good standing with the American society of agronomy. 

Wis Admin Code Ch NR 204—NR 204.06 Reporting and monitoring requirements (6) 

LAND APPLICATION SITE EVALUATION INFORMATION REPORT.  Permittees may re-

quest permission from the department to review and approve their own land application sites. The re-

quest shall be made in writing and shall include information demonstrating that the permittee, or their 

agent, has competence in evaluating the necessary soil and site criteria. ...Credentials for demonstration 

of competence to review sites shall include: the possession of a certified soil tester classification (CSTM 

or CSTS) from the department of industry, labor and human relations, a bachelor of science degree in soil 

science from a 4 year accredited college, or a certified professional soil scientist in good standing with the 

American society of agronomy. 

Wis Admin Code Ch NR 214—NR 214.20 Soil investigation requirements. (2) PROFES-

SIONAL QUALIFICATIONS. The department shall accept soil test pit evaluations, soil classifications 

and soil boring logs performed by a qualified soil scientist, engineer or other qualified individual. Qualifica-

tions shall include a degree from an accredited institution of higher education or field experience in soil inves-

tigation, interpretation and classification. 

If you are interested in helping out with the Soil Pit at this year’s Farm Technology Days, please contact Phil Meyer by 
June 24th.  Set up day is Monday, August 11 from 9a-1p.  This is the day the most people are needed.  Shifts are 9a-1p 
and 1p-5p Tuesday and Wednesday.  Thursday’s afternoon shift wraps up at 4p.  It would be good to have at least 4 
people for each shift. If you are only able to help for part of shift, that’s fine, too.  This year’s theme is Soil Health! 

Secretary’s Corner—Note on Land Application Site Reviews 
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Fall 2013 Business Meeting Minutes 11/14/2013 (abridged version) 

Meeting called to order at 10:02 am by Jeremy Ziegler.  Jeremy reviewed the schedule for the day.  A vote was taken on which afternoon activities the group want-

ed to do. 

Treasurer’s Report—Karla Petges 

Savings account has $5,226.92  Scholarship fund has $801.78  Taxes for the year 11/1/12 to 10/311/13 are completed.  WSPSS has 48 paid members to date.  

There was no June reminder this year.  Last year there were 78 paid members.  It was noted that many members pay one year and then lapse for a year and then pay 

the next. 

Scholarship Report—Karla Petges (Donna not present) 

The scholarship fund is a little short, but more money usually comes in at the beginning of the year with membership renewals.  The scholarship information is post-

ed to the website. 

Awards Report— John Campbell 

An award was created for past-president Chris Miller.  Jeremy presented to Chris for all his dedication and hard work as 2012 president. 

Historical Report—John Campbell 

Activities to keep photo albums up to date are ongoing.  Albums for the 2013 spring tour and Farm Technology Days are in progress.  The FTD album could use 

more pictures if anyone has some.  Digital images can be sent to John, Shaunna Repking, or Chris Miller. 

Website Report—Chris Miller 

Chris encouraged all the members to visit the website and use it as a tool to interact between meetings.  Items of interest can be submitted for posting on the web-

site. 

Nominations Report—Ken Denow 

Nominations are needed for president-elect and secretary.  A motion was made by Ken Lubich to open nominations, seconded, and carried.  Karla nominated Dave 

Gundlach for secretary, seconded by Ken Lubich.  Motion carried, Dave accepted.  3 nominations were made for president-elect, the nominees were not interested.  

Karla nominated Kathy Eggers, Jeremy seconded. Motion carried, Kathy accepted. Ken made motion to close nominations. Matt Heyroth seconded, nominations 

were closed. 

No Education Report (Leroy Jansky not present) 

Old Business 

Memorandum of Understanding with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS): Chris Miller stated that he will finalize the terms of the agreement and 

have Bob Murphy, NRCS State Soil Scientist sign off on it.  There is basically no down side for WSPSS.  WSPSS gets use of NRCS vehicles, office supplies, copiers, 

etc. For NRCS, it is good to have the MOU to point to show commitment to preserving and advancing the soil science profession.  John Campbell suggested that the 

formal signing needs a photo op and posting to the website. 

DNR Land Application Update: Ken Denow has been in contact with Steve Warner, the coordinator for DNR.  DNR will establish criteria for 4 categories that soil 

types will be classified into. DNR will need soil scientists to go to the field to verify the classification is valid and approve the categories.  After some discussion Jere-

my pointed out that the hang up seems to be with Steve Warner and Bob Murphy.  A WSPSS consultation committee is already formed and ready to make recom-

mendations. Steve Frings made a motion for Jeremy to send an email to Bob Murphy regarding this matter to let him know WSPSS is ready and request a date when 

NRCS and DNR will be ready to discuss. Matt Heyroth seconded. Motion passed.  Chris Miller offered to make updates to the consultant list on the WSPSS website 

so there is a reliable source of individuals qualified to complete the required site evaluations. 

New Business 

Carl Wacker asked if an email is sent out to those who don’t pay. He suggested we might set standard renewal dates under the by-laws.  Ken Lubich suggested that 

we offer a biennial membership option, so dues are paid once every two years.  Chris Miller thought it would be just as well to keep annual membership, but set a 

drop-dead renewal date some time in July and just encourage members to renew.  Kathy Eggers thought we might offer a discount for 2-year enrollment/renewal.  

Karla explained that she does personally contact each unpaid member to remind them.  A motion was made to put a list on the website showing paid and unpaid 

members.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of all members in attendance.  The idea for offering a discount and 2-year membership option was shot down 

because most of the scholarship fund money comes in at renewal and if the number of renewals decreases, so does the scholarship fund.  

Jeremy passed gavel and president’s plaque to Steve Frings who will assume presidential duties for 2014.  Steve told the group this will be his 3rd term as president 

and will be his last.  He has some items that he would like to work on during 2014.  Having WSPSS be a voice and advocate for the professional soil scientists in WI, 

engaging former college professors in expanding WSPSS, striking a balance for WSPSS between using public and private sector venues and finding opportunities for 

soils outreach  and training are a few of his goals and hopes for the year. 

Jeremy made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Dave and carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 11:05 am. 
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Don’t forget to renew your WSPSS membership for 2014. 

__ Regular Membership    $20  __ Scholarship Fund $____ 

__ Associate Membership $5 

__ Student Membership    $2  Amount Enclosed     $____ 

 Member’s Name: _______________________________ 

Please pay dues at the meeting or mail to: 

Karla Petges- WSPSS Treasurer 

451 West North Street 

Juneau, WI 53039 

Thank You! 

At this year’s Youth Outdoor Fest, NRCS (Donna and Shaunna) will have a soil booth . WSPSS members who want to 
help out at the event are welcome to  join them on July 12th to help share soils knowledge at the event. Any help is 
appreciated; 2,000+ kids usually attend. The booth will feature soil and bugs with magnifying glasses and also an art 
activity yet to be determined (mini monoliths or maybe soil crayons). Event is organized by US Fish and Wildlife Service 

and La Crosse Parks and Rec 
annually. 
LOTS of fun for the kids.... 
and the event is FREE. 
Fishing , Hiking  
Camping, Hunting  
Canoeing,  Kayaking  
Pontoon Rides 
Trout Pond 
Electro Fish Shocking 
Stunt Bike Course & Display 
Fly Fishing Demonstrations 
Storytellers 
Fish ID 
Turtle Presentation 
Nature Clothing Vendors   
Aquatic Invertebrates 
Soil Bugs 
Archery 
Casting Activities 
Long Rifle Rendezvous  

Volunteer Opportunity at Youth Outdoor Fest 

javascript:void(0)


 

       Karla Petges  

       451 West North Street  

       Juneau, WI    53039-1120 

 

       

 

2014 WSPSS Officers 

Steve Frings- President 2014 

 
Karla Petges – Treasurer 

 
Dave Gundlach - Secretary 

 
Kathy Eggers - President-Elect (President 2015) 

 
Jeremy Ziegler - Past-President (President 2013) 

 

2014 Committee Chairpersons 

Education: Leroy Jansky ljansky@hotmail.com 

Historical: John Campbell jecampbell51@hotmail.com 

Awards: John Campbell jecampbell51@hotmail.com 

Nominations: Ken Denow kendenow@hotmail.com 

Promotions: Still Vacant (To volunteer email wspss@yahoo.com) 

Scholarship: Donna Ferren Guy donna.ferren@wi.usda.gov 

Website: Leroy Jansky ljansky@hotmail.com 

Insert Flicker and Facebook info 
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