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(Past) Prez Sez 

First, my apologies for the timing of the fall meeting.  It was difficult for me to schedule the meeting 
sooner due to some personal things that were occurring.  We did have a good meeting, however, with 
some good discussion among the members that were present.  The speaker that I had lined up from te 
DNR did not show up.  I tried to call him a few times in the week prior to make sure we were on course 
and he never answered my calls and did not respond to voicemails.  We still had a brief discussion on the 
Phragmites control program.  Member Howard Lorenz was concerned with the Phragmites control 
measures and how controls affect other plant species especially the orchid family. 

The Barkhausen Waterfowl Preserve County Park was a very nice facility.  The display area even had a soil 
display with a monolith and a short discussion of soil and soil formation.  Some of the members talked 
about coming back to utilize the hiking, cross country ski and snowshoe trails.  It is an easy location to 
reach, being about 1 mile off of US Hwy 41 and along Green Bay. 

Some of the items discussed at the business meeting were things that I brought up that would have helped 
me in my term as president.  The first item is a sign of the digital age.  At the present time we do not pub-
lish membership lists.  Before digital we all had paper copies of the membership list that came out period-
ically with our paper based newsletters.  Not publishing on the website is a great idea to keep personal 
information from getting out to the general public, but also makes it difficult for member to correspond 
with other members.  For example,  when I set up this meeting, I was in an area that I was not totally fa-
miliar with.  It would have been nice to be able to refer to a recent membership list for help or infor-
mation.  I think it would also be helpful for members if they want to car pool to meetings or even have 
phone conversations.  I would have to check the minutes, but I think it was decided that membership lists 
could be sent out after a member’s dues are received for the year. 

Another thing that was brought up was a discussion on a suggestion that I received from one of the mem-
bers.  That would be to have a one time dues payment for retired members.  We did not discuss amounts 
for this, but Karla Petges, Treasurer, was going to review the matter and try to determine what impact this 
would have on the Society’s treasury.  This will need to be discussed at a future meeting. 

The other thing that I brought up was why we use a president-elect to be seated a year after the election.  
It does give the member a year to prepare for the job, but it also eliminates the possibility of nominating 
someone for a second consecutive term.  I am not saying that I would like to serve another term,  
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however, a second year would be much easier than the first year, since I have already set up and run two 
meetings and have that experience.  There are also some things that I would like to have done as president 
that it seems one year was not long enough to accomplish.  It is almost like you just get started and get a 
feel for what you want to accomplish in your term and then you are done.  One of the things I would like 
to have done is approach some of the private consultants to see how we could be more receptive to their 
needs.  I will volunteer to do some of the things that I would like to have accomplished if president-elect 
Kathy Eggers would like me to. 

In the past we elected a president for the following year.  That way if someone was doing a good job, that 
person could be nominated for a second consecutive term.  The original by-laws limited a member to 
three consecutive terms as president.  I think at that time all officers served one year terms, although 
there were no limitations on the number of consecutive terms for the treasurer and secretary.  One an-
swer might be to go back to a presidential election for the next year rather than the president-elect sys-
tem we have at present.  Another though would be to have a two-year term for the presidency, with presi-
dent-elect nominated in the middle of a two year term.  The members thought that this subject should be 
discussed further at future meetings since this is a change in the by-laws and should be subjected to fur-
ther discussion before action is taken. 

I want to thank you all for the chance to serve as your president again.  It is an honor to be chosen. I really 
believe that there are many pressing environmental issues facing this state and I think that our organization 
could be in the forefront of leading some of the discussions.  Hope everyone is having a Happy New Year. 

 

Steve Frings 

WSPSS President—2014 
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Farm Technology Days 2015—August 25-27 

The 68th UN General Assembly declared 2015 the International Year of Soils.  The International Year of Soils 

officially kicked off on World Soil Day and the same day as the WSPSS fall meeting, December 5, 2014.  Ac-

cording to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, “The IYS 2015 aims to increase awareness and under-

standing of the importance of soil for food security and essential ecosystem functions.”  There are many 

events planned around our state and around the world to educate the public and inform policy makers. 

The Soil Science Society of America has devoted each month to a theme which reflects the diverse nature of 

soils (see: https://www.soils.org/iys). 

The USDA is piggybacking on this effort: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/soils/yos/ 

 

You can follow or add to the conversation about the International Year of Soil on Twitter with the hashtag 

#IYS2015. 

Mark your calendar if you are interested in helping out 
with the Soil Pit at this year’s Farm Technology Days.   
The 2015 event will be held in Dane County at the Statz 
Bros. Farms southeast of Sun Prairie.  Set up day is Mon-
day, August 24.  This is the day the most people are 
needed.  Shifts will be 9a-1p and 1p-5p Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  Thursday’s afternoon shift wraps up at 4p.  
It would be good to have at least 4 people for each shift. 
If you are only able to help for part of shift, that’s fine, 
too.  

2015 International Year of Soils 

https://www.soils.org/
https://www.soils.org/iys
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/soils/yos/
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Fall/Winter 2014 Business Meeting Minutes 12/5/2014 

Suamico, WI 

The Fall WSPSS Meeting was held at the Barkhausen Waterfowl Preserve located on the western shore of the Bay of Green Bay.  Presi-

dent Steve Frings called the meeting to order at 9:35.  Thirteen members attended.   

Secretary’s Report: The secretary was absent as he became a new father, no report given. 

Treasurer’s Report:  There is $4944.27 in the checking account.  There is $1820.12 in the Scholarship account.  WSPSS received 

thank you’s from this year’s scholarship winners; Brittany Iverson and Bree Bender. Karla asked if people liked / used the membership 

cards.  A discussion commenced; it was decided to re-order membership cards to go out with a receipt to dues paying members. 

Historical:  John Campbell presented a plaque to Jeremy Zeigler for serving as President of WSPSS in 2013. 

Promotions:  Our supply of t-shirts and caps is low. Motion made to order more shirts (tee and polo), caps, some shirts with the Anti-

go song.  Passed.   Need both kinds of shirts, with and without the song  as there was an outside request form UWSP? for shirts with 

the song.  

Old Business: Steve updated the members on the subcommittee regarding DNR Land Application guidelines for spreading municipal 

waste.   Need for some soils training?  for the association that represents municipal waste haulers of (sludge, cake, slurry).  Steve sent a 

letter to the DNR land application group.  The next meeting will be  in January. 

Farm Technology Days 2014;   Phil Meyer reported that another successful soil pit was made and many WSPSS members volunteered 

time to set up, work at and take down the exhibits this year.  The soil pit was in the Conservation tent again this year. Rain and satu-

rated soils caused three pit wall failures however, but they were fixed.   Attendance was very good.  

Jim Barnes has collected a complete set of NRCS Soil Planners (calendars) starting in 1999 and brought them to display.  He has many 

duplicates and brought then to share. 

Friday December 19, 2014 is World Soil Day 2014.  Today starts the 2015 International Year of Soils.   

New Business:  Karla Petges brought forward a proposal from Tim Meyer that another category of dues be discussed.  The category 

would be Retiree Lifetime Dues.  After discussion it was decided that Karla will post the question on our website to ask for a vote by 

members. 

Membership list- Steve asked about the need for one.  Discussion.  Motion made and passed; a membership list with address and phone 

numbers only, will be provided in a PDF format to members upon renewal of their annual dues. 

Steve brought up question for discussion on the president-elect length of term in the by-laws.  After a discussion, Steve volunteered to 

put an article in the newsletter about this topic.  

Future Topics for training/meeting;  Green Bay watershed work, denitrification, native orchid tour, remediation for new invasive 

species, soil health, Fox River PCB cleanup, Forest Service logging practices,  gem and mineral society,  advanced septic system train-

ing. 

Jeremy Zeigler offered to go to universities to connect WSPSS to natural resources / Ag students. 

Membership; Nominations for officers 2015; Treasurer- Karla Petges accepted   

Secretary –Dave Gundlach has 1 more year left to serve 

President Elect-2016, Matt Heyroth, Chanc Vogel, both accepted  

Next year’s President for 2015 is Kathy Eggers.  

Meeting adjourned at 11:35 

Respectively submitted -Phil Meyer 

 



PAGE 5 

Don’t forget to renew your WSPSS membership for 2015. 

__ Regular Membership    $20  __ Scholarship Fund $____ 

__ Associate Membership $5 

__ Student Membership    $2  Amount Enclosed     $____ 

 Member’s Name: _______________________________ 

Please pay dues at the meeting or mail to: 

Karla Petges- WSPSS Treasurer 

451 West North Street 

Juneau, WI 53039 

Vote for President-Elect (President 2016) 

___  Matthew Heyroth:  Matthew is the Assistant Zoning Administrator for the Brown County Planning and Land Services De-

partment.  After graduating from the University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point with a major in Resource Management and double minor in 

Soils and Waters, Matt worked for the Wisconsin Conservation Corps for 1 year, Clark County Planning, Zoning and Solid Waste Depart-

ment for 2 years and Brown County Planning and Land Services Department for the past 18 years.  His experience includes administration of 

shoreland, floodplain, wetland, sanitary, non-metallic mining, farmland preservation, erosion control and stormwater rules.  In addition to 

being a member of WSPSS, he is currently serving as Secretary for the Wisconsin Association of Floodplain, Stormwater and Coastal Flood-

plain Managers (WAFSCM), is a member of the Wisconsin County Code Administrators (WCCA), and holds certifications and licenses as a 

Certified Soil Tester, Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Inspector and Maintainer, wetland delineator, Certified Floodplain 

Manager, and erosion control and stormwater compliance inspector.   He takes great pride in providing excellent service to the general pub-

lic as well as the private sectors in all facets of his job responsibilities.  Matthew is married with two children, ages 9 and 13, and loves out-

door activities and most sports, especially volleyball. 

___  Chanc Vogel: Chanc has been a WSPSS member for 16 years.  He was born and raised in Jefferson County; surrounded by dairy 

and grain farms.  The rolling topography, the wetlands and marshes were the backdrop for his interest in agriculture and natural re-
sources.  Chanc attended the University of WI-Stevens Point where I earned a degree in Soil Science and Natural Resources Mgt. 

Chanc started with NRCS at the Madison State Office.  In 1998, he reported as a Soil Scientist to a new duty station in Richland County; in 
the Southwest.  The experience in the Southwest gave him expertise in the driftless landscape and soils.  Since then, Chanc has worked in 
several offices in different parts of the state as Soil Survey Project Leader and Resource Soil Scientist.  Currently, he id a Wetland Compli-
ance Team Leader/Soil Scientist at the Southeast Area Office in Juneau.  I’ve received a vast amount of knowledge through my travels and 
experiences in other counties and in different parts of the state along with meeting many new professionals, partners, and people.   

During my free time, I enjoy getting around traveling and sightseeing, many outdoor activities such as fishing.  I also enjoy yelling at the 
Packers, cooking out and entertaining.I am more than ready to promote WSPSS and members through the many challenges and opportuni-
ties it presents.   

WSPSS 2015 Election Ballot 
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       Karla Petges  

       451 West North Street  

       Juneau, WI    53039-1120 

 

       

 
2015 WSPSS Officers 

Kathy Eggers- President 2015 

 
Karla Petges – Treasurer (Interim) 

 
Dave Gundlach - Secretary 

 
 TBD - President-Elect (President 2016) 

 
Steve Frings - Past-President (President 2014) 

 

2015 Committee Chairpersons 

Education: Leroy Jansky ljansky@hotmail.com 

Historical: John Campbell jecampbell51@hotmail.com 

Awards: John Campbell jecampbell51@hotmail.com 

Nominations: Ken Denow kendenow@hotmail.com 

Promotions: Still Vacant (To volunteer email wspss@yahoo.com) 

Scholarship: Donna Ferren Guy donna.ferren@wi.usda.gov 

Website: Leroy Jansky ljansky@hotmail.com 

Vote for Treasurer 

___  Karla Petges: Karla has been balancing the books for quite awhile and is willing to keep doing so for the Society 

   in the years to come. 

or 

___  Jeremy Ziegler:  Jeremy is a past-president and is currently Area Resource Soil Scientist for Southeast WI sta

   tioned at the Juneau Area Office. 
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