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Prez Sez 

Calling all WSPSS members, 

Please join us Tuesday, September 15, 2015 for this year’s fall tour of Wisconsin’s largest dairy, Rosendale Dairy. Home to 8,400 

cows that produce 80,000 gallons of milk daily, Rosendale Dairy is co-owned by the families of Jim & Annette Ostrom, John and 

Keri Vosters, and Todd Willer and Megan O'Harrow. 

Just north of Rosendale, WI, in Fond du Lac County, Rosendale Dairy, an industrial dairy, milks 8,400 head of cows. The factory 

farm produces and stores over 90 million gallons of manure and wastewater each year.  Rosendale Dairy feeds animals 12 hours a 

day including mixing, feeding, and pushing feed in. They re-feed 2 or 3 times a day and the feed gets pushed in about 8 times a day. 

They make up to 40,000 pounds of feed 4-5 times a day.  

Rosendale Dairy owns 2,000 acres and they rent it all out each year. This means they buy all their feed. The cows get milked in a set 

of 80 cow rotary parlors. They are in the parlor for 8 minutes in total and out of their pens for a total of 45 minutes. Rosendale Dairy 

ships out 80,000 gallons of milk per day in 13 to 15 milk tankers. 

The Dairy’s barns feature sand bedding to make the cows as comfortable as possible since they want them to lay down for up to 14 

hours a day. They use a sand recovery system and only have to add 15% new sand when they re-sand the pens every two weeks. An-

other feature is the fans along both sides of the barns. The left side pulls air in while the right side pulls it out to keep air circulating 

and to keep the barn cool in addition to cooling provided by the air conditioning wall (water and air running through metal mem-

branes).  

The Rosendale Dairy Biogas System project utilizes manure from the dairy to generate renewable biogas. The innovative collabora-

tion between the dairy and the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh also leads the way in education and training. The onsite learning 

facility will be the first in the U.S. designed as a teaching center for the development of technicians, scientists and engineers for the 

biogas and renewable energy industry. 

Tour:  

Rosendale Dairy 

N8997 County Road M 

Pickett, WI 54964 

Date:   

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Time:   

10:00-11:30AM 

Lunch at:  

Jasper's Food & Spirits 

6510 State Road 44,  

Pickett, WI 54964 

(920) 589-3100 

 

 Lunch will cost $5.00/attendee 
Includes: broasted chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy, veggies, bun, 

dessert, milk,  and coffee.   

Agenda 

 

9:45  Meet at Rosendale Dairy 

 

10:00   Leave for Tour of Dairy Facilities 

 

11:30  Complete Tour and Depart for Jasper’s  

 

11:45  Lunch and Book Auction (see page 3) 

 

12:45  Business Meeting 

 

2:30  Adjourn 

http://www.wspss.org
http://www.bing.com/maps/default.aspx?q=rosendale+dairy+farm+photo&mkt=en&FORM=HDRSC4
http://www.bing.com/maps/default.aspx?q=rosendale+dairy+farm+photo&mkt=en&FORM=HDRSC4
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Spring 2015 Business Meeting Minutes 6/5/2015 

Riverside Park — Watertown, WI 

Treasury Report: 

Balance of the checking: $4751.69 

Balance in the Scholarship fund:  $1232.53 

WSPSS currently has 43 paid members, 2nd notice sent out. A discus-

sion followed in regards to wondering why the membership level is 

so low. 

Talked about lifetime membership option that was proposed. A  

Hand out was passed out with survey results sheet on survey results 

from Karla.  There were 31 responses. 25 Yes.  5 No.  1 Maybe. 

Discussion on the pro and cons.  Tabled it until next meeting so we 

could gather data in age and amount. John will bring a report on this 

next meeting 

This discussion rolled into why we don’t have many younger mem-

bers.  The highlights included the “ME’ generation, loss of networks 

with UW soils staff, loss of soils majors, networking in today’s 

world. 

Overriding interest in getting more UW and DNR people 

This discussion rolled into what we have to offer as an organization. 

 WSPSS provides a Professional Network with other Soil Scientists in 

Wisconsin. 

WSPSS provides educational tours to keep current on issues and ex-

pand knowledge base, CEU’s, talk with other professional Soil Scien-

tists. 

This discussion rolled into how we make our selves available for net-

working besides meeting. 

Steve Frings suggested names addresses and phone numbers on the 

website. Membership would have the option to opt out or choose the 

information they want to be listed.  The list could be done with the 

dues. 

Motion was made by Steve and Seconded by Mike to send out an 

email to the membership to see if it would be ok to put name, ad-

dress, phone and current interests the website.   

Scholarship report: 

There were five applications from students from UW Platteville, 

Stevens Point and River Falls. 

Winners:  Katelin Bradley UW Steven Point and Mikayla Horstman 

UW Platteville 

Some discussion on changing the timing of the scholarships to the 

beginning of the year to get more applications. Decided to keep it the 

same because students have a lot going on at the start of the year. 

 

John Campbell was added to the Scholarship committee 

Promotions committee: 

Purchased a new supply of Antigo silt loam State soil shirts for 

$750.00. 

They will be available on the website. Members get special pricing. 

Mike England will sell shirts at National Soil Survey Conference in 

Duluth in the evenings. 

If any member has an event they think the shirts will sell at, we 

would be happy to get the shirts to you.  

Awards: 

John Campbell presented Steve Frings with a plaque for his third (and 

final?) term as WSPSS president. 

New business: 

Discussion on 2 year terms for president 

Vote to be placed in the newsletter. This is a by-law change. 

After Matt’s term go to Vice President and remove president elect. 

This would allow for the President to have a two year term. It also 

would allow for the president to run for another term if they wish.  

Stagger the president with the Treasury and then The Vice President 

with the Secretary terms.   This motion was made by Steve Frings.  

Please consult him when developing the exact wording for the vote.  

 Walt Russell book sale: 

Walt is donating his Soils related book collection to WSPSS.  The 

money raised will go to the Scholarship fund.  We will do a silent 

Auction at the next meeting or a website Auction following. 

Not a complete list but the highlights 

Soils and Men the 1938 yearbook of Agriculture 

Soil Survey manuals, 1937, 1951,1993 

Soil Taxonomy 1975 

Man and the Soil by Karl Mickey 1945 

Soil Survey and Land Use Planning 1966 

Farm Tech days 

Looking for help to work farm Technology day in Dane county 

Adjourn June 5 at 2:05 by Steve Frings 
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Walt Russell has donated several titles to WSPSS for an auction to help support the scholarship fund. 

Soils Related Texts: 

 Fundamentals of Soil Science by Millar, Turk and Foth  Third Edition 1958 

 Factors of Soil Formation—A System of Quantitative Pedology by Hans Jenny 

 Soil Genesis and Classification by Buol, Hole and McCracken 

 Man and The Soil by Karl B. Mickey 1945 

 Soils and Men—Yearbook of Agriculture 1938 USDA 

 After a Hundred Years--The Yearbook of Agriculture 1962 USDA 

 Soil Surveys and Land Use Planning SSSA and American Society of Agronomy Edited by Bartelli, Klingebiel, 

Baird and Heddleson 1966 

 Soil Survey Manual--Soil Survey Division Staff  Ag. Handbook No.18  USDA (2 copies) 

 Soil Survey Manual by Charles E. Kellogg 1937 

 Soil Taxonomy (Green Book 1975) 

 Soil Taxonomy (Pink book 1999) Second Edition 

 Weather and Climate of the Great Lakes Region by Val Eichenlaub 

 Agricultural Physics by C. W. Rose 

 Some Plant-Soil-Water Relations in Watershed Management by Lassen, Lull and Frank; Circular N0.910 

USDA/Forest Service 1952 

 The Surface of the Earth by Arthur L. Bloom Foundations of Earth Science Series 

 Earth Materials by W.G. Ernst Foundations of Earth Science Series 

 Land Stewardship in the Next Era of Conservation by V. Alaric Sample 1991 

 

Various publications: 

 Our Changing Landscape—Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore USGS Circular 1085 

 Journal of Soil and Water Conservation Jan/Feb 2011, May/June 2011, July /AUG 2011, Sept/Oct 2011 

 A National Ecological Framework for Canada 

 Vetiver Grass—A thin green line against erosion by National Research Council 1993 

 

Bids will be accepted at the meeting on September 15th.  Highest bidder wins.  If you are unable to attend the 
meeting and would like to place a bid, Karla Petges will accept bids until Monday the 14th by mail or email.  If you 
are not present at the meeting, you will be responsible for the cost of shipping the book to you. 

 

Thanks to Walt for his generosity in offering up his collection for the benefit of others and the WSPSS 

scholarship fund! 

Books for Auction from the Walt Russell Library  
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From the Promotions Committee... 

At the Spring meeting, an idea was brought forth to make a change to the way the Society is gov-

erned.  The suggestion was to allow the President to serve a two-year term.  The reasoning behind 

this idea is that the one-year term doesn't provide enough time for the President to really accomplish 

much.  Having an additional year would allow a President more time to fully implement initiatives or 

ideas.  It was also suggested that the president might be allowed the option to  continue for a third 

year if they are willing. 

This would require a change to the by-laws of the Society in Article IV—Administration.  The main 

change would be to Section 5.03 describing the five officers positions, succession to the presidency, 

and the term for the president. 

The members present at the meeting decided that this an issue that should be voted on by all mem-

bers via mail/email under Article VII—Amendments. 

The transition to a two-year presidential term would happen following Matt Heyroth’s time as presi-

dent in 2016.  The president-elect position would be removed in 2017 and replaced with a vice-

president position through the nomination/election process to keep the Board at 5 members. 

Proposal to amend Article IV Section 5.03 to read “Officers of the Society shall be Past-President, 

President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The five officers shall comprise the Board.  

The President shall serve a two-year term and then Past-President for a two-year term. The Vice-

President shall serve a one-year term. The term of office for the Secretary and Treasurer shall be for 

two years.” 

Do you support the proposed amendment to the officers and Presidential term? 

 

     _____ Yea        _____ Nay 

 

Please respond to Dave Gundlach and/or Karla Petges by October 15th with your vote. 

Many thanks to the following folks who volunteered to represent WSPSS at 
the soils pit during Farm Tech Days and share their knowledge of all things 
soils: 

Jim Barnes, Jeff Hammes, Milo Harpstead, Chanc Vogel, Jeff 
Deniger, Karla Petges, Kathy Eggers, Donna Ferren, Shaunna 
Repking & Jeremy Ziegler 
 
As always the soils pit was a popular attraction and was visited by most of 
the 40,000+ attendees at FTD 2015. 

 
Also, a big thank you to Mike England who attended the 2015 National Cooperative Soil Survey 
Conference in Duluth and was very successful in selling our Antigo Silt Loam T-Shirts to soil scien-
tists from around the country. 

Decision 2015:  A Membership Vote Regarding Changes to Officers 
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At the Spring business meeting, it was decided by the members present that we should offer the op-
portunity for all members to be included on a list to be posted on the website to provide a place for 
people who are seeking soils-related services to find professionals that may be able to assist them.  

 The questions that remain for you, the membership, are A) Do you want to be included on the list, 
and, B) If so, what information you would like to have included on that list?   

 

Name 

Address 

Phone # 

Email Address 

Social Media 

Current Interests in terms of work or consultation 

 

Please reply to Dave Gundlach by October 15th with whatever information you wish to provide.  
Negative responses are appreciated as well. 

 

Note that you must have your dues paid in full by February 15th each year to be included and main-
tain inclusion on this list. 

Decision 2015 Continued:  Membership List 

Hello WSPSS! 
  
The Minnesota Association of Professional Soil Scientists would like to announce some wonderful 
events related to soils that will be happening in Minnesota. 
  
Important upcoming dates for 2015 - The International Year of Soil 

September 21-23 - Regional Soil Judging in Grand Rapids, MN 
November 15-18 - ASA, CSSA, SSSA Annual Meetings in Minneapolis, MN 
December 4 - MAPSS Winter Technical Event in St. Cloud, MN 

  
We would like to welcome all of you to these events this year.  I am happy to connect you with other 
soil scientists in Minnesota, especially at the happy hours.  Send me an email if you have any ques-
tions. 
  
Suzanne Frances, PSS 
President-Elect - Minnesota Association of Professional Soil Scientists 
www.mnsoilscientist.org 
President_Elect@mnsoilscientist.org 

Invite from our Neighbors to the East 

http://www.mnsoilscientist.org/
mailto:President_Elect@mnsoilscientist.org


 

       Karla Petges  

       451 West North Street  

       Juneau, WI    53039-1120 

 

       

 
2015 WSPSS Officers 

Kathy Eggers- President 2015 

 
Karla Petges – Treasurer  

 
Dave Gundlach - Secretary 

 
Matt Heyroth - President-Elect (President 2016) 

 
Steve Frings - Past-President (President 2014) 

 

2015 Committee Chairpersons 

Education: Leroy Jansky ljansky@hotmail.com 

Historical: John Campbell jecampbell51@hotmail.com 

Awards: John Campbell jecampbell51@hotmail.com 

Nominations: Ken Denow kendenow@hotmail.com 

Promotions: Still Vacant (To volunteer email wspss@yahoo.com) 

Scholarship: Donna Ferren Guy donna.ferren@wi.usda.gov 

Website: Chris Miller chris.miller2@wi.usda.gov 

Please be sure to RSVP to Dave and/or Karla for the fall meet-

ing by  September 11. 

Hope to see you there! 

Fall Meeting RSVP 

https://wspss.wordpress.com/
mailto:kathy.eggers@wi.usda.gov
mailto:Karla.petges@wi.usda.gov
mailto:david.gundlach@wi.usda.gov
mailto:heyroth_mr@co.brown.wi.us
mailto:fringsms@charter.net

